A New Covenant Glorifying God?
David J. Stratton

O3/22/2015
Jeremiah 31: 31-34
Psalm 51: 1-12
Hebrews 5: 5-10
John 12: 20-33

Introduction: 
Yesterday I had a wedding. I tell the couple that what they are doing is making a new contract or covenant with each other in the presence of God. It is different from this day forward to any other relationship they have had up to this day.

Today, as we look at these texts, we have a reminder that God has been faithful.  Starting with the Israelites and their covenant with God coming out of slavery from Egypt, the Israelites soon broke that covenant. Jeremiah is saying God wants to try again. This time it is a covenant that is written on the hearts of those who seek to follow God.
Know the Lord is your own experience. 

It seems to me that my task as your pastor is to point out ways God is relating to us, so we know God better.

It is two weeks before Easter. The texts this week and next are calling us to re-examine how we know God and what are we willing to be and become if we continue to follow him?

It sounds like Jeremiah is saying let’s start with a confession. As the Israelites broke their covenant with God, so have we.  

Then as we turn to the Gospel lesson, we find the Greeks seeking Jesus. Is there room in our hearts to follow with these Greeks in wanting to know more and be more faithful?

Who were these Greeks?  Remember that Jews from all around the known world came to Jerusalem for Passover each year. These were Greeks who have become converts to Judaism.  But, some how they have heard of Jesus and want to know more.  They have come to Philip, because he, too, was a Greek. So, we see this long string of going from one to another to another, so they can have access to a meeting with Jesus.

Jesus, on the other hand, seems to ignore all this, as he points out the final days of his life and ministry on this earth are coming to a close.

But, Jesus is not ignoring their request, but making a point of how important is this request in the whole scheme of things. Now, that non- resident Jews and foreigners are seeking Jesus it is time for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

Remember, the phrase “Son of Man” was Jesus’ favorite way of describing himself to others.

He tells in a simple parable what is about to happen. “12:24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”
We know what this means, but no one there understood this.
He is telling the Greeks and others, so they get an idea of what they are in for if they follow him.
We never are told if they had a conversation with Jesus, because John is only using this scene to introduce how Jesus is to be Glorified.

Conclusion:

So, returning to Jeremiah, we know he announces a new covenant that is written on the hearts of the people. When we come to John’s story today, we find how God is introducing this covenant with the glorification of Jesus.

So, what will we do with this covenant story today? Is there a confession, which needs to be made by us? How is it possible to see the covenant written on our hearts as followers of Jesus?
This is not a scolding, but a question. We each have God written on our hearts, but in different ways. Look for Jesus in the hearts and minds and spirits of those around you.
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