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Introduction: 
Moses had died. The Israelites are across the river from Jericho. They have not yet entered the Promised Land. Joshua is calling together the Israelite nation. He gives a brief history of how God has lead Abraham down through Israel’s history to their current moment. Then he challenges Israel to  revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.
As Isreal’s new leader he is assuming nothing. It was Moses who made him Israel’s leader. It was not the will of the people.  Furthermore, will they also continue to be faithful to God who got them to where they are?

So, we hear the challenge “revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness;”

But he makes sure they understand their choices here.
24:15 Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve.
Then he lists their choices:

“…whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living….”

Now comes the punch line. but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD."
In one sense, you and I face that question every single Sunday that we show up in church. But, of course, we also face it every single day of our lives.
Today, this question has a double meaning. It comes to us again as it always has in the past. 
“will we serve the Lord?”

But it now has the burden we are carrying after we all have made the pledge to raise this child, Matthew, to serve the Lord as well.

This congregation has been here for over 120 years. 
With each child that is baptized in this church we all make the pledge to pray and support them and their family and God-parents.

“but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD."
Prayer:

O Lord, our God, we again repeat the words of Joshua and Israel that we pledge our love and loyalty to you. Bless this child Matthew and his family, as they each seek to be faithful to you.
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