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Isaiah 49: 1-7
Psalm 40: 1-11
I Corinthians 1: 1-9
John 1: 29- 42
Introduction: 
It is seldom a mistake to start a sermon with the Old Testament passage of the day. This gives us a base or foundation on which to build on what is to come next.

So, we begin with the call of Isaiah, who claims God called him in his mother’s womb and even named him before he was born. He is now lamenting that his ministry is a failure, but God does not agree. Isaiah has a message and proclaims it to Israel. Now, Israel has to live up to it. The truth has been told.

It is important for us to remember a couple of things about our Old Testament. First, Israel only had about 2200 words in their entire vocabulary. They also had no punctuation in their writing, so all the words ran together and it was your problem to figure out when a sentence ended and another began. For them to make a special point or emphasis they would repeat or use another word or name. In the Psalms, we see this all the time and it is clear. It is not so easy to see or remember when reading other Old Testament texts.
In today’s reading Isaiah refers both to Israel and the tribes of Jacob. These are both one and the same. Jacob is another name for Israel.

Isaiah knows what it is like to be despised by Israel, and so does the Lord. 

So, now, I will read the text again and show you what I am talking about.

“49:5 And now the LORD says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the sight of the LORD, and my God has become my strength 

49:6 he says, "It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth." 

49:7 Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, "Kings shall see and stand up, princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you." 
Here is also a prophecy of the coming Messiah and how he will be treated by Israel.

Now, we go to the Gospel lesson of the day, which is yet another prophecy of the coming Messiah. This time it is John, the Baptist, who you will remember is referred to as having jumped in his mother’s womb at the hearing of Mary’s voice as she is pregnant with Jesus. He, too, is describing his call to ministry. He is to baptize, but specifically he is to look for the one who is baptized in a special way.
 1:33 I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' 

1:34 And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God."
Then, the next day he points out this man as the “Lamb of God.” These two now longer follow John, but go and follow Jesus. One of them is Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, who tells Peter that they have found the Messiah.

Conclusion: 

There are plenty of people then and now, who have doubted that Jesus really is the Messiah.  In our day we are finding a decline in those who truly own this belief. The stress is on having some religious belief, but without any base for whom and what they believe in.

I have bet my life on these claims and others that come from our scriptures. It is something we do every day, but unconsciously.

Let us keep the faith, and praise God for this very good news for our world.
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