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Introduction: 
In Jesus’ day the oldest male in the family inherited everything. It was understood that he would divide 10% equally among the rest of the brothers of the family. If there was one other brother, he would get 10%. If there were 10 brothers, each would get 1 %.

As bad as that sounds today, the sisters got nothing.

Jesus’ story of what we call “The rich ruler,” relates to what was preached several weeks ago. “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and mind and soul, and your neighbor as yourself.”
This man does not consult God with all his new found wealth. He was already wealthy with blessings from God before he got this bumper crop.

Jesus called him a fool. He was not a fool because he was rich. He was not a fool because he had barns full of crops before this bumper crop. Two things made him a fool. First, He did not consider his relationship with God, as he only talked to himself about what he should decide to do. 2nd, He did not consider his neighbor as important as himself. 
Neither God nor neighbor was given any consideration at all.

12:21 so, it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God."
But there is a hook in the passage. What is it?

12:15 And he said to them, "Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions."
All kinds of greed can relate to anything that is our possessions.

What is your list?  What is mine? Are we possessed or trapped by these things, that could also be called greed?

When we look back at the story of Hosea, we find the same problems as the rich man. Israel had become rich and started to follow the false gods of their neighbors.  Baal was a catch all phrase for all those false deities. 
Last week when we found Hosea marring a prostitute, she was a temple prostitute of one of those false gods. The Israelites were ignoring God and the needs of their neighbors. 
As Jesus said earlier, 12:15 And he said to them, "Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions."
They were not Loving God with all their hearts and minds and souls, and their neighbor’s as themselves. This was their kind of greed.

God contemplates what to do with Israel? He looks over the country. What to do with Ephraim, which was a city of one of the larger tribes within Israel. Adma was a city destroyed at the same time as Sodom and Gomorrah. Zeboiim is a territory in Israel that had a huge raven, where Hyenas lived.
God cannot bring himself to wipe out Israel, yet is so deeply disappointed in this chosen country.

It is easy to look at the billionaires of our world and see many of them full of greed. It is not our job to decide who is good and who is bad.

But, compared with the rest of the world we as a nation are very rich, so it is important that we provide aid around the world and right here in our own community and state. In God’s eyes all people on our planet are our neighbors. 
Conclusion: Loving our God sounds easy, but demands focus on what is outside us. It starts with how to be a good neighbor. We are only fooling ourselves when we think we love God, but do not love our neighbor. The rich man in this story loved no one but himself. Could it be that our possessions are keeping us from being a good neighbor? If there is no room for neighbor, there is no room for God!
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