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Introduction: 

Mothers, baby setters, brothers and sisters and fathers, when was the first time you picked up a tiny little burping bundle? Were you even sure how to hold it. You did know which end was up, did you not?

Over the days, months, years and now do you not know a lot more than in those first moments and days?

Of course, we know more, and when a new baby shows up we all want to hold it, and without saying a word, we want to put our stamp of approval on this child with our own personal touch.

Still, as old as we all are we still are learning new things about child care. For example: how do you fold or unfold those things we called strollers, or put a child seat in a car?
In I Peter 2, we find Peter talking about those who are infants in the faith. We are all miles down the road in our faith, and for many of us we are like those who have never touched a baby for the very first time. 

What is our problem? It is not that we do not know something about the bible. It is not that we do not know something about Jesus. It is not that we do not know something from our own religious experience about both God and the church.

I see two problems here.

First, I would be amazed this morning, if there is someone here who has never been victimized by some religious person, who with zeal wants to cram their religious rules down your throat!

Second,  My hunch is the real reason we do not share our faith, is we have not been taught how?

I want to apologize for my failure in teaching you how to share your faith. 
We have heard this before, but this is so simple we are sure it does not work. When given an opportunity, invite people to your church or better yet bring them. Assume nothing let them decide about your invitation.
Religious researchers tell us the majority of people would respond to your invitation, if it were offered. If the role was reversed think about how difficult it is to choose  which of so many churches to go to in this city. You have made a choice and they trust you.
Share with others your opinions and experiences, where God has touched you in some special manner. This is not like the zealots who say you have to believe as I believe and do it the way I do.

2:9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Don’t let these words scare you. Share what you know. That is enough!
Remember Jesus saying, 14:14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 

Say a brief prayer and share what you know. It is enough!

Another thing is when you are in a conversation with others about religion and faith, ask if it would be OK to invite your minister to join you on the spur of the moment.

Unless I am in the middle of a prayer, I would love such an interruption.  Most ministers I know would enjoy such an opportunity to come.
One experience I had followed a night of being on a bowling league.  You had to walk through the bar to get to the bowling lanes. As I was going home, I had the invitation to join a group of women, who were setting in the bar. They had questions and lots of them, and they took the risk that I could be trusted with their questions, listen, and not make fun of them, if they did not know something.

What makes me sad in telling you this story, is this does not happen often. 

Conclusion:

Today is Mother’s Day! For all those who have done mothering in some form or other, we are grateful to you.

Today is also nurturing day. A day we all risk doing something for God even for the very first time. 

Remember: 14:14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.
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