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Introduction: 
In the Greek language is a little word that means “at a distance.” It can be used to show a distance of ourselves from something pleasant, and want to be closer. That word is used with the story of the prodigal son as he returns home. His father sees the son in the distance. He literally runs to the son, embraces him, welcomes him, and returns the son to official son-ship in his family.

The other way this word can be used is the exact opposite.

In a good orthodox Jewish home, such a son, would never be welcomed. He would be considered dead by the family and treated that way. He would not be touched as the purity code would say he is unclean. There would be no acceptance of him in any manor what so ever. There would be total distancing and cutting off of all relationship.
In the story of the tax collector and the Pharisee, we find the Pharisee pushing himself in the middle of things to pray, while the tax collector stood “at a distance.” He did not see himself worthy to lift his head.

It is reported that palm branches have two purposes. The one we all know is to wave it like a flag of welcome and praise.

But, the other was used to ward off witches and evil spirits to keep a person “at a distance”.
In our scripture this morning we find this word in verse 31. 

22:31 "Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat,…”  

Satan is trying to “distance” you from me. 

Here we hear the great Peter brag that nothing will stop him being with Jesus, and we all know he will deny him in a matter of hours.

After the arrest of Jesus, we find Peter following ‘at a distance” as they take Jesus away. 
At the first hearing of his trial, we find Peter listening “at a distance.”
As Peter denied Jesus three times, it was “at a distance.” It was at that moment, Jesus turned “at a distance” turned and looked at Peter. This is when Peter remembered Jesus words that he would deny him three times before the cock crowed.
Where are we this morning in our faith journey?
I read where there is only 3 times in the entire New Testament where the word “Christian” is used. But word “Disciple” is used 269 times.

Earlier in this message we heard 2:31 "Simon, Simon, listen! Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat,…”

Thinking of ourselves as Christian can be a subtle way of making us “at a comfortable distance” from Christ. But that is not the end of the verse.
22:32 but I have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned back, strengthen your brothers." That is being a disciple.
We may be tempted to think once we are Christian, that is all we need to be.  But, if we are Disciples, our work is never done! Our goal as a Disciple is to find those who are “at a distance” with God and Christ, and close that distance with love, compassion and mercy!
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