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Isaiah I: 10-20
Psalm 50: 1-8, 22-23
Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16
Luke 12: 32-40
Introduction: 
When I was a teenager our youth group was told to each bring a can soup to our meeting that night.  Youth groups met on Sunday nights in those days. There was no explanation of what kind of soup. Bring a can of soup or canned vegetable.
When we got to the church that night, we had all kinds of soup and vegetables.

At that time I was a very fussy eater. When I saw them open the cans and dumping all of it into the same pot, I was filled with fear. This is going to taste horrible and how it looks already makes me think vomit. 

I knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that I was watching one of the great disasaters of the church in my life-time.

I was not brave. I waited and watched others go to their death before it was my turn. 
We had crackers with this soup, so I had made up my mind I would eat lots of crackers.

But, you know the outcome of this story. When I finally actually tasted the soup it was very good. All those flavors blended together gave us something worthwhile. Even the stuff I did not like which I saw floating around in there was not all that bad.

Our gospel lesson for this morning reminds me of that soup. 
I read this scripture several times until I found a common theme. 

It was to be Ready!

Jesus starts out with a calming 12:32 "Do not be afraid, little flock….” 

So, what are we not to be afraid of?  Little flock is to a group, not just to me.  

Then we find some fabulous news. …”for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”

Then it seems like he changes the subject. “Sell your possessions, and give alms.”

Then make purses that do not wear out. So, if you give alms you have no money to put in the purses. But, then it finally sinks in that we are to make a special kind of purse, which is the “unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.

12:34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Now, it starts to make sense to me. Put your heart with your other treasure, which is the kingdom of God. This is part of your readiness.

12:35 "Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit;
Being ready is theme. Be ready by being dressed or action or for the occasion.  We had all heard the story of the women waitng for bridegroom, where 6 were ready and 6 run out of lamp oil. 

Then Jesus does not repeat himself, but here is the reminder.

“12:36 be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks.”

Then comes this amazing and shocking statement. “12:37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them.”

The master serves the slaves and servants. 

But, this really should not surprise us. Jesus did it at the last supper. Nothing has changed. But, we have forgotten already.

Then comes the conclusion.

“12:40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour."
 Be Ready! So, what are the things we each need to do to be ready?

Is our list like a thrown together soup made up of cans of soup? Or 

are we orderly.  Be ready! God is coming for us!
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