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Jonah 3: 1-5, 10
Psalm 62: 5-12
I Corinthians 7: 29-31
 Mark 1: 14- 20
Introduction:

Sometimes we forget to see the setting for the scriptures or notice

 what was going on before a certain text.

Jesus has just spent 40 days in the wilderness driven there by the Holy Spirit and tempted by Satan.

Then he returns to find John has been arrested.
Did you notice the first line of the gospel test today?

1:14  “ Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God,….”

Rather than run away and hide because of the arrest of John, he begins his ministry.
“Now is the time! Says Jesus. Do not hide.  “Now is the time!”

Remember this is the gospel of Mark. This is the one we call “Headline News.” Everything Mark says is short and to the point.

In the New Revised Standard Translation of the bible we find these words. “the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news."
Notice these words:

Come near

Repent

Believe

My translation of the bible is the Common English Bible.
“Here comes God’s kingdom! 

Change your hearts

Lives

Trust the good news.

Now, which words grab you and shake some sense into your bones? The first list of come near, repent and believe?

Or change your hearts, lives, and trust the good news?

The words that rattle my cage this morning is the second list.

Change my heart at 80 years old? This is not a heart transplant. This is a compus turn. A new direction for living. 

And the second word is lives. Is there still a need to change the way I live my life at this late date?
The answer strangely enough is “Yes.” 

“Trust the good news.”

The implied idea here seems to be to me, that there is yet, more to do, or believe, or explore than what we already know. 

This call of Jesus has nothing to do with age. There is more, much more for us to learn, to explore, to see and find, in “Trusting the good news.”

Do we have fear of the unknown?

Do we trust our own heart, mind and spirit, more than trusting the good news?

Are we just floating along minding our own business, when we could actually be more caring for our neighbor, writing a card or letter, making a daily prayer list and praying for them, even make a phone call to check up on some one?
Who needs some kind of care? Are they lonely? Are they disabled in some way? Or is this your prayer list?  Praying for those you do not know, yet somewhere in this world there are such people in need.

Do you remember me sharing with you, that I always pray for the  fireman, police and medical teams whenever I hear a siren? I pray for those they are going to serve. I pray for their families as well.

Now, as you go about your daily life, add to your prayer list those you see, who are looking homeless, hungry, hurting and those you might call rejects of society.

This all takes effort and intentional energy.
Could this be the way Jesus is calling each of us to:

Change your heart

Lives

And Trust the good news

To come to you as well as those you show your care?
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