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I Samuel 2: 18-20, 26
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Colossians 3: 12-17
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Introduction: 
Did you get any new clothes for Christmas? Were they the right size? Even then did they fit nicely? Are they the colors that go with your complextion? Are these clothes that you will wear often and you can be proud to wear them?

The Apostle Paul is writing to the church at Colossi. He, too, is talking about what they should wear. These are not clothes of cloth and outward apparel, but putting on something within in their spirit and character, conscience and inner discipline. 

But, before we list them, we need to be reminded that those at Colossi and we are both chosen of God. We are to be holy and do not forget that we are loved. We do not chose to be holy we are holy right from the start as God’s gift to us, and God’s love is like the ribbon wrapped around us. It holds everything together. 

So, how are we to be clothed? Clothe yourself with compassion, kindness, meekness and patience.  Next, use love to tie these actions together. 
Then says Paul: “3:15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful.” 
He again reminds us we have been called of God.

The list is not long and would make a good New Year’s Resolution: put on compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, patience and Love.

Most of us look in the mirror before we go out the door each day. 

It takes time, effort and introspection, but could we not take a few moments to ask ourselves, what our spirits are like as we go out today? Am  I really ready to be compassionate, kind, humble, meek, patience and full of love this day?
Conclusion:

Who do you know who is clothed like this? Is this the message of any of our presidential candidates? Is this the message of any of our community and state leaders, and do they speak it or live it out? What are our friends like?
Once again, we hear that question?   Who gets to tell you who you are?  Is it God through Christ and the Apostle Paul? 

All their messages are about peace, love, mercy and justice. 

Today in our media we are bombarded with hate, fear, rejection and war. This is classic propaganda at its unfortunate finest!
We are in the Christmas Season. Our music is full of love, peace and compassion. Paul concludes this text today with these words.

3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.
And furthermore, “whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”
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