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II Samuel 7: 1-11, 16
Psalm 89: 1-4, 19-26
Romans 16: 25-27
Luke 1: 26-38

Introduction: 
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.”
We have a world full of fear. 
One of those fears is “What if this stuff about the Bible, and the stories in it are true? What if Jesus really is the Savior of the world?

But, there are those who seem too intrenched in the belief that it is a joke, or waste of time, or even evil.  Please note that I said these folks seem to be stuck in believing nothing about God and the church.
On the one hand these folks, at times, seem to me to be the luckiest people in the world. Here again Notice that I said the word “seems”. There is almost a jealousy in my life as I see these people. Why would I come up with such a crazy idea?

The bad news is that I do not see a clear cut purpose for their living or if there is a purpose, it does not seem to have a large enough purpose for good for others.  That of course is my assumption. But, the lucky people I see have no commitment to God!
When you have no commitment to God, you can do as you please.

Now, I have learned something in all this rambling. 
The bible is full of stories. Some stories are true.  Some are parables- not real in one sense, but they teach a truth. 

Who of us have not heard many reasons for not believing in God, or not going to church? 
But, I think deep down the real reason for all this is fear of commitment.  
Did I nail it?  Most all of us seem to have a reluctance to read the Bible, go to church when we feel like it, and believe about God, when it is convenient.  But if we read the Bible we will find something that calls us to be more committed to God and God’s will than we really want to be. 

It is easiest to just write off God, the church and bible.  It is a little more difficult to come to church and be involved as an officer and give some money to some good causes. But, deep down, why do we not pray without ceasing? Why do we not read our bible more faithfully every day? I think it is fear. There is a call, and a commitment behind every story in the bible. We are wanting to do things our way, in our time and our pleasure. 
What we find in following Jesus seriously, is not what we expected when we first signed on as Christian. God is in control and we are not. Our days are full of interruptions, when we seriously commit our lives to loving God and loving who God loves. There is no time to do as we please.

But, back to that story about Mary and we find these words.

“"Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word."
Conclusion:

I cannot speak for you, but I must confess, I am embarrassed by my feeble efforts compared to the terrorists, who are so committed to their cause. We know God does not approve of their warped behavior. But, is it fear that keeps us from allowing God to lead us? Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and life. I have come that you might have life with abundance.” Dare we risk being more committed? Mary said yes. Thank God for such commitment!
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