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Acts 8: 26- 40
Psalm 22: 25-31
I John 4: 7-21
John 15: 1-8

Introduction: 
Sesame Street has the letter of the day. At Truax church we have the word for the week. Last week the word was “know”. This week our word is “cut” or “prune.”

In the Old Testament cutting was mostly negative. To choose the best animal for sacrifice it had to be without blemish. Or, all the animals with some kind of flaw was cut off and weeded out.
To be a priest or rabbi you could have no defect. This means if you had a part of your body like a finger amputated you were not selected or cut out of the consideration.

The story, of the Ethiopian eunuch which was read this morning, is yet another way of stressing the purity code, which was so rigidly enforced in Jesus’ day.  Here is this very devout religious man coming all the way from Ethiopia to worship and they would not let him in the temple. Why, because eunuchs were considered imperfect men. They were castrated for several different reasons, but the primary issue for the Jews was that they could not reproduce.
So, socially, physically and spiritually he was cut off from the rest of society. He could not even stand in the outer court of the temple where the non Jews were allowed to worship.

Yet, how ironic is this story of him reading the scriptures as he travels.  He had to be very very rich to have his own scriptures. There is no recorded history of any Jew in the bible having their own copy of the scriptures, yet he is cut off and ostracized for his condition.

On top of this story comes the text that is being read and studied by the eunuch, which is about the sacrifice of Jesus being compared to a lamb being cut/ sacrificed.

Acts 8: 32 "Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth.

8:33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth."

Here is a story this man can identify as his story, and he wants to know more. This eunuch’s knowledge of being humiliated, and having his life taken from him is Jesus’ story, too.
Once Philip explains to him the rest of the story about Jesus and his love for all people, what is left? It is to be baptized. He at last is a part of the true family of God, and no man-made tradition or rule  cuts him off from his relationship with God in Christ.
Do I have to point out to you that the Gay, Lesbian and Transgender community of today is the eunuch of Jesus’ day?

Now, when we turn to the Gospel lesson we find the very opposite experience of cutting. Rather than being cut off, ostrazied, rejected and isolated, because you are not good enough, we find cutting to be a positive experience.
As we abide in the body of Christ as followers of Jesus, we are cut or pruned to produce more. 

But what is it that is being cut or pruned?  It is anything within our life style that keeps us from being more Christ-like. What bad habits keep you from being your best self? What crude, vulgore, or profane language might be something you could change? What prejudice needs to be cut from your life as we list race, class, sexism, greed, or phobias as part of our lives, which interferes with loving God?
Conclusion:

It is painful to be rejected because you are the wrong race, and sexual stereotypes or even political party. 
God is glorified when we are pruned for good.
We are not special because of who we are, but are we are special because of whose we are. Pruning and cutting away the “I” in us to free up the “love one another” makes everything better in us, in the world and in God’s eyes!
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