Decisions to Commit?
David J. Stratton

10/19/2014
Exodus 33: 12-23
Psalm99
Thessalonians 1: 1-10
Matthew 22: 15- 22
Introduction: 
We all know how to read a book. But, how do you read the Bible. The Bible contains 66 books. Which book is the earliest written of the New Testament? It is not any of the gospels. 

Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians is probably the earliest. It was written some 15 to 20 years after the Resurrection of Jesus.
Which gospel was written first?

It was the gospel of Mark about 20 years after Thessalonians was written.

Think of these books this way:

Mark was a newspaper reporter. You have heard me say that before.

Luke was a biographer.

Matthew was a teacher as was Luke.

John was a Philosopher.

So, we find Paul’s letters/books mostly written before the Gospels.
These letters were personal just like my articles in the newsletters. They are meant to instruct, encourage, praise,  and discipline, when needed.

Matthew’s story of Jesus is a recall of an experience Jesus had with the Herodians and Pharisees. Remember that Israel was under Roman rule at the time of Jesus. Herodians were Jews who said let us try and get along with Rome. 

Normally, these two groups would despise each other, but here they are both threatened by the teachings of Jesus, and both want him arrested, so he does not disturb the peace between the Jews and Rome.

Jesus did not always answer a question, when challenged by his enemies. This time he answers, but once again dumps the authority and decision-making onto those who want to trap him. 

He does not talk about Ceasar. He talks about God.

Stephen P. West writes in Discipline 2011

“For Jesus, the way of gratitude boils down to a core question. How much of who we are belongs to God?”

He continues: “Gratitude is not a matter of tipping God for services rendered or voluntering a portion of our time. Our giving reflects our living.”

He then refers to the wedding exchange. “With all that I am and all that I have, I honor you.” 

Do we feel that strongly toward God?

Conclusion:

We all have many commitments besides taxes and God. 

What we need to remember is two things: “We do not give only to change the world. Our giving also changes us.

Today as we conduct our church business, this text challenges us to what is another commitment. How will we give to God and God’s church through our decisions we make this day, regardless of our commitments to our country or our political loyalty?
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