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Introduction: 
That famous theologian Gilda Radner would say “It is always something.”

Today as we look at the story of the woman with 7 husbands, Jesus must have sighed at this feeble trick by the Sadducees to get him in trouble.

It would not surprise me to know many ministers will not preach on this text today. We get this text every three years and what can be new or fresh about it?

Let’s start with the woman’s death in this story. What a relief it must have been had it been true, that she could sing “Free at Last.”
But, of course, this is not a true story though it was the law of the land in Jesus’ day.

Once again we have to say to these Sadducees, that their God is too small. They did not believe in life after death. 

So, Jesus sets them straight and us as well.

Jesus says "Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage;….”

The clue here is the word “age”.  We have a period we call now, and a period in the future Jesus refers to as another age or period of time beyond the grave.

In addition Jesus continues with some words that can be more than troubling. 

Listen, 20:35 but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage.
Notice the words “who are considered worthy….”

So, there is a place beyond the grave and there is a place for those who are worthy. This obviously assumes there are those who are not worthy of a place in the resurrection.

Here is a statement of judgment that is not fire and brimstone preaching. It is just included in a statement of fact.

Furthermore, Jesus explains what makes life after death different than now.  20:36 Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being children of the resurrection.
There is a death in this life, but there is no death in the life to come.

Those who have died are not angels, but are like angels. Children of the resurrection are not angels. 

Then comes the zinger and hook in the text for today.

20:37 And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.
Every Jew knew who Moses was. Once Moses is quoted the debate is over. If you challenged Moses, you risked getting stoned to death. 

So, once again, Jesus pins the Sadducees to the wall with the following words.

20:38 Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive."
God is a God of the living on this earth and the next.
Conclusion:

Using our own logic for a moment, I ask you? Is it not rather odd that God would come to this earth he has created, died for the sins of the world, and when these he died for are now dead with no life beyond the grave, what was the point of his coming?
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