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1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20)
 Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
John 1:43-51
Introduction:

This story of Samuel getting this message from God is about a young innocent child bringing a painful truth to Eli. This sets the stage for Samuel to come on the scene and become one of Israel’s greatest prophets. 
You have heard this story of Samuel today and more than likely several times over the years. But, today, I want to study Eli and the story of how Samuel got to be where he was. It starts with Samuel’s mother. She was one of two wives of Elkanah. Her name was Hannah and the other wife was named, Peninnah. Hannah had no children and Peninnah had sons and daughters.
Hannah was disappointed and very depressed that she could have no children, and the text tells us why. “I Samuel 1:5 the Lord had closed her womb.” 

Peninnah, 6”Her rival used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her womb. 7 So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the Lord, she used to provoke her.”

Finally, she prays to the Lord. Eli, the priest sees her praying with her lips moving, but not making any sound, and he assumes she is drunk.  She shares her pain and disappointment, and Eli says, “Go in peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.”
As the story progresses we learn this: “Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her. 20 In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, ‘I have asked him of the Lord.’”
Now, we find out why the Lord did not give her a son sooner. Here is the rest of the story, we seldom hear.

12 Now the sons of Eli were scoundrels; they had no regard for the Lord 13 or for the duties of the priests to the people. When anyone offered sacrifice, the priest’s servant would come, while the meat was boiling, with a three-pronged fork in his hand, 14 and he would thrust it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; all that the fork brought up the priest would take for himself.[e] This is what they did at Shiloh to all the Israelites who came there. 15 Moreover, before the fat was burned, the priest’s servant would come and say to the one who was sacrificing, “Give meat for the priest to roast; for he will not accept boiled meat from you, but only raw.” 16 And if the man said to him, “Let them burn the fat first, and then take whatever you wish,” he would say, “No, you must give it now; if not, I will take it by force.” 17 Thus the sin of the young men was very great in the sight of the Lord; for they treated the offerings of the Lord with contempt.
This issue of the meat is simply, that the sons were asking for the prime pieces with the fat, which made it better to eat. But, if that is not bad enough, they were also having sex with the some of the young women, who came to worship the Lord.
As Samuel continues to grow 27 A man of God came to Eli….
He tells Eli, all his descendents will die and he will live to watch this disaster happen, because he has not reprimanded his evil sons.
Now, we go to God’s message to Samuel. “11 Then the Lord said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle.”

Conclusion:

First, we found Hannah being used and abused by her husband’s other wife. How difficult and painful that must have been. Then we find God had not forgotten her at all, but had a plan for her and her first child. Later, we find she had several more children.

Next, we find all was going well with Eli, but then his children become a disgrace to the family. 
Again, we find disappointment and pain as Eli learns the fate of both himself and his entire family tree.
We all have had disappointments and pain throughout our lives. This story calls us to remain faithful as Hannah proved to be and was rewarded with a wonderful and faithful prophet of God, Samuel.

So, How does this relate to our present circumstances?

I do not know of all your personal pain and disappointments.

But, it does seem like everywhere we look, we find disappointment. 

All around are people with health concerns and loss of loved ones.

We wonder about the future of our church as its membership declines. The headlines of our news media announces, how our country is losing both respect and power. 

But, in our own disappointment and despair we need to remember Hannah. There is a reason God waited until she was to have a son. A whole new chapter in history began with her son. The past had to official end, and for Eli, it was a tragic end. 

Because the future is in God’s hands, it is out of our own power and knowledge as well. Our world does not seem to know it.

But, Christ is still the hope and Savior of the world.
Who knows, could God be about to do something in our world “that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle.”?
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