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II Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10
Psalm 48
II Corinthians 12: 2-10
Mark 6: 1-13

Introduction: 
As I reflected on the scriptures for this morning, I also thought about the people who I consider mentors for me in my life and ministry. I started with Jesus and the Apostle Paul and worked back to professors, pastors, friends, family and parishioners I have known.

It may sound like I am a slow learner, but it dawned on me that all these folks had failures.

Jesus could not do much good in his own home town. But, it did not slow him down to send out disciples 2 by 2 to share their stories of faith and the love they knew from God.

The Apostle Paul seemed to be in a constant state of trouble. Sometimes it was with the authorities of the communities he entered. Sometimes it was with the Synagogue officials. But, much of his writing was dealing with problems within the churches he started, where some would question how he did things.
On top of that he had this thing he called a “thorn in his flesh”.  He 

never tells us what it is, but it was a roadblock of sorts in his life 
and  ministry. So, finally, he says, “12:8 Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me,

12:9 but he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness." So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.

12:10 Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.”
I personally find it fascinating that he uses his weakness as part of him ministry.  But, most of all he hears, and knows, and sees that God’s grace is his guiding star for his life.
Then he lists all these bad things that have happened and they do not slow him down.

I caught myself being amazed the other day, after talking with a church member. All of us have troubles. All of us have losses. 

All of us have failures. Yes, all of us!

Yet, we are alive and yet we are here, and singing, and praying, and laughing and hugging as a community of faith.

This 4th of July week end we do celebrate the greatness of our country.  But with these scriptures in mind I am pleased and proud of this small local church and all churches like this one. There is no great flashy things that happen here to create national or international news. Yet, deep in the heart of each church family are struggles and failures unknown to the world, and successes and victories the world would cheer, if they only knew about them. Like Paul, we could each give our list of trials, but like Paul, we know God’s Grace is sufficient, even when we cannot comprehend it. Thanks be to God and God’s grace to us all! 
This, too, calls for not just a day, but life-time of celebration!
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