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Introduction: 
This is one of the few times Jesus is outside of Israel. They had sailed across the sea from Galilee.  Immediately Jesus is confronted by a man of the city, who is out in the wilderness. He is way out of his element. Why? He is full of demons. 
His first words are "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me".
Though Jesus had not said a word, how did this man know who he was?  

Why would he assume that Jesus might torment him? Being full of demons, why make things worse? 

But, we are told that Jesus had already “commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.)”

There seems to be no time in the bible stories, where there is such a need to describe in detail, what were the affects of his demon possession.
Now, that the possessed man was able to calm down and could talk, Jesus asks his name. 
The man said it was “Legion” because of the many demons inside him. 

Now, here is where we need some background to the time, place and setting of the story.  The Jews hated the Romans because they were ruled by Roman. But, everyone else in the area was ruled by Roman, too, so hatred of Roman was common to all.

To call this man Legion was to give him a horrible insulting nickname. A legion in the Roman army was rumored to be up to 3- 6,000 soldiers. To this demon possessed man it probably seemed like he was full of that many demons.

In my lectionary reading this week, I found the following notes.
	
	 “ As an example of how the Gospel writers were
writing for their audience and their current
situation (and not just recording a chronological
story), using the word "legion" is
significant. In the years during which the
synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke) were
written, there was a Roman legion, the 10th
Fretensis, stationed in Judea and the surrounding
area. They were there to help suppress the Jewish
revolt which took place in the late 60s and early
70s. They were involved in the siege of
Jerusalem, the destruction of Qumran (home of the
Dead Sea Scrolls), and Massada. They would have
been a well known, and despised, symbol of Roman
imperialism and power.

Here's the punch line - The 10th Fretensis' symbol
was a pig! The point? Jesus has seniority over
demons and swine, and also over Rome!”




For those who think Jesus and the gospels were not involved in politics, here is your proof.

“ Another point to be made here. The eastern
shore of the Sea of Galilee was Gentile territory.
This is certainly highlighted by the fact that
pigs were being raised here (Jews wouldn't be
doing that!). Jesus goes to foreign territory,
interacts with foreign people, does ministry for
an outsider, and (again, here's the punch line)
commissions that Gentile outsider for ministry
among his own people ("Return to your home,
and declare how much God has done for you").

The Gospel authors seem, pretty clearly, to be
pointing to what would later be called the Mission
to the Gentiles.”
Notice, too, that Jesus authorizes this man to tell the good news long before he tells this to his disciples.

“Final thought . This Gerasene man
had everything we admire these days. He was a
rugged individual. He had strength and unmatched
power. He couldn't care less what anyone thought
of him (lived on his own in the tombs, broke the
chains by which "society" tried to
control him, and wore no clothes). He was the
living embodiment of someone who perpetually
"thumbed his nose" at convention and
propriety.”

He made John Wayne look like a little boy in short pants.

“However, after his encounter with Jesus, all of
that was taken away from him. He was now a member
of the community, he was weak like everyone else,
he lived by the expectations of the people around
him, and indeed was now obeying someone else's
orders (Jesus said, "Go and tell." He
went and told!).”

Now, we have one other thing to deal with before we tie all these loose ends together.
8:31 They (the demons) begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss.

8:32 Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission.

8:33 Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.
It might be more than important that we notice the demons preferred to not exist anymore, rather than return to the abyss or what we call hell.

Conclusion:

Our message is simple after this story. God is calling us to respond to Jesus, just as the demon possessed man. Go and tell others “how much God has done for you.”

You do not tell others the way others tell their story. Just be yourself. Tell how God has touched and changed your life.  That is enough!
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