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Isaiah 5: 1-7
Psalm 80: 1-2, 8-19
Hebrews 11: 29- 12:2
Luke 12: 49- 56
Introduction: 
If you have not figured it out by now, it is time to confess to you, that I am wishy-washy, a whoosh, a sickly fraidycat, who prefers to run from conflict like a scared rabbit.

Jesus’ words today are full of conflict. It seems like everything we have heard and preached have been about goodness, rightness, things that uplift, and encourage and build. 

Now we find these words today and they seem like a contradiction. But, I have discovered the hook in the scriptures and I must confess it surprised me.

Most of the time we hear and think about what is right and what is wrong, or what is good and what is evil. Not today, do we find these choices. 

Today, we have to choose between good, better and best.

Our day is full of value choices. We have so many choices that we take them for granted compared to the rest of the world.
Our foods, our clothes, our hobbies, our concerts, our movies, our recreation, our trips and other interests are at our disposal. Included in this list is our relationships and family. With every choice there is friction. A value is made over the other values. You cannot have it all. There is a choice to be made and if you do not make it, it is made for you.
Jesus, out of his great love for us, chose to die for the sins of the world. He made his choice and he wanted to get on with it. To get it over and done and accomplished. 
Look what he says, “ … what stress I am under until it is completed.”

Divisions will come to the world over following or not following him. This has happened with nations against nations, cultures against cultures, families against families. This all occurred because of the choices we have made or not made. 

We have good, better and best choices.

The Old Testament prophet said to his followers: “Choose you this day, who you will serve. As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.”

There is always a friction whenever we need to make a decision.  

The day we decide to follow Jesus seriously, we have also decided that other choices are at best good or better, but not the best. 

The friction never goes away. There are always options to choose each and every day. There are always temptations.
There are people in our world who think to become a Christian you just make a choice, get baptized and you never have a care in the world. How naive is this thinking.  There is constant friction to have other choices for body, mind and spirit. We are imperfect people trying to do the perfect will of God. It is life long.

John Wesley refers to this as “going on to perfection.” 

This is a process. 
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