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John 3: 14-21

Introduction: 
In the years of early map making, the outer edges had drawings of  Dragons. No one had seen a dragon, but they must be somewhere, and where they exist is a scary place.
What and where are the scary places in your life? This can be places you have never gone in your travels, but it can also be places you have not explored internally within your soul, and spirit and relationships. What Dragons do you fear might be there?

Our Old Testament scripture tells of the early escape into the wilderness as the Israelites are finally out from under the slavery of the Egyptians. It does not take them long to start complaining. Then comes this story of God sending poisonous serpents among the people.  The people are very afraid. The people are bitten by the snakes, and many died.

Now the bible does not talk about Dragons, but serpents in this case represent the unknown territories where the Israelites are now entering. In their fear they finally turn to Moses and confess "We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us."
What God has Moses do is rather remarkable in one way. 

God is saying face your fear head on. Look at the Serpent on the pole, and you will be saved from illness and death.

Counselors today use the same strategy.  Face your Demons, Dragons and Serpents and you may not be so paralyzed or even tricked into believing they are so awful, threatening or deadly.
So, Moses made a serpent of bronze and put it on a pole.

So, now we turn to the Gospel lesson of the day. It contains the famous passage of John 3:16. But, look at what comes before this famous verse. 

It is the story of the Israelites in Egypt being bitten by the serpents.

“ 3:14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,

3:15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.”

Here is Jesus making reference to his coming death and how he will die with the reference of Moses placing a pole in the middle of the wilderness.
The picture is not just about Israel being protected by snake bite, but now it is the entire world that gets the gift from God.

For what reason?  “…so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.”

Now notice something here. The snakes were sent as punishment for disobedient Israelites, but that is where the comparison ends.

Now, God is sending the Son for a different purpose and message.   3:17 "Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

Where in the world did Christian folk get the idea that God sent Jesus to damn everyone who is evil?

Jesus was sent not to condemn, but to save people.
Is it not safe to assume, that those who are saved are not to condemn people either? But, being a good example of loving and caring about others would be a good idea?

Conclusion:

Now we find a statement about judgment.

“3:19 And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil.”
If I understand this correctly, the self-righteous people, who 
love to point out the evil deeds of others, are as much in the dark as are those who do not believe.

We have no business condemning anyone if Jesus did no condemning. We are to so live that people will be attracted to the light they see within us. These deeds come from God.
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