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Psalm 111
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Mark 1: 21-28

Introduction: 
You will remember that last week the Gospel of Mark told us of Jesus calling the Disciples. This week he immediately starts teaching. In the middle of his teaching, he is interrupted.
For those of us who have heard the scriptures and sermons over the years, we know almost without exception, that what is written about Jesus’ life and ministry includes an interruption.

This is a demon possessed man. Please note that it is not the man, but the demon that does the talking.

“…he cried out, "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God."
Jesus ignores the question, but we need to note something. Yes, Jesus did come to destroy “ us”, but it is the demons he came to destroy, and not the people who heard him speak.

Those who make fun of Christians will have a field day with this scripture. Such old antiquated superstitious ideas, is what they would say. 
Remember how Mark is like CNN headline news?  The point is made, but the real headlines will not side track Mark, or Jesus. Jesus is teaching and healing. He speaks with authority.

Who of us have not heard someone speak and they are full of  quoting what other people say?  It is not that they might even being saying something very powerful, but sometimes, it sounds like we want to ask the question: But, what do you say or believe about the subject you are talking about?

In Jesus’ day, that was the only way to teach. You taught what you were taught, or read.  Today, we have almost the opposite problem.

We hear or read their comments and they are said in such a way, that you feel you will be attacked or abused, if you challenge them on their so called truth.
But, for today, we find Jesus is in total control. He spits it out with truth and authority, and the freshness of both his style of speaking (in parables), and the certainty/authority from which he speaks makes him an instant celebraty.

Today, if we turn to the Psalm 111, we find the Psalm praising and affirming everything Jesus said even before he said it.

Listen to vss 4 and ff.

“111:4 He has gained renown by his wonderful deeds;   111:6 He has shown his people the power of his works,  111:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever.”

Now, this Psalm is not quoting Jesus or referring to Jesus, but Jesus certainly can be described by what this Psalm says.

Conclusion:

What we have witnessed this day, is the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. No quotes of famous people. No strutting around with an ego trip. His speech was simple and straightforward. He healed the man, who was demon possessed. The people were amazed!
“111:2 Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in them.

111:9 He sent redemption to his people; he has commanded his covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his name.”
Now, I am sure you all will go home and reread these scriptures and spend the rest of the day digging deeper into all the passages that tell you how much you are loved by this awesome God.

This God, called Jesus, makes any super star look like a third string fourth grader, going to his first football practice. 
But, even if you took my word for it, the Super Bowl rules for most of us.  May God love us anyway!
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