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Introduction:
“If” is the word of the day. 

Have you ever looked up the word “IF” in the dictionary? I doubt that I have. There are just some words that seem more than odd if we challenge ourselves to pick them apart.

If: a :  in the event that
b :  allowing that
c :  on the assumption that
d :  on condition that
Now, let us look at the temptations of Christ
4:3 The tempter came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread."
On the assumption that you are the Son of God….
The tempter is challenging his Son-ship and power.

The reply can be miss-leading for us.

If you are like me, I have put the emphasis on “One does not live by bread alone.”

That is con and side issue of course.

What is the point?

“One lives by every word that comes from the mouth of God."
What would that be for us? This month I have suggested that we read the Ten Commandments every day for Lent. What is the summary of the commandments?

Love God; love your neighbor.

The Second Temptation

"If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 'He will command his angels concerning you,' and 'On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.'"
On the Assumption you are the Son of God, God will take care of you.

The reply: 4:7 Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test."
Though this is crafty on the tempters part, Jesus also is up to the task with trick of his own. He throws the temptation back into the tempters face. 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'
The point here is the tempter has no business tempting God anymore than he does of tempting Jesus.

The Third Temptation

4:8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; 
4:9 and he said to him, "All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me."
All these I will give you, in the event, or the condition, that you fall down and worship me.
4:10 Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.'"
So, once more we turn to the Ten Commandments and are reminded: “You must have no other god beside me.”

Then in verse 5 of Exodus 20 we find this explanation of the first commandment. 

“You must not bow down to them in worship; for I , the Lord your God, I am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sins of the parents  to the third and fourth generation of those who reject me. But, I keep faith with thousands, those who love me and keep my commandments.”
Conclusion:

Now, we have the same temptations as Jesus, but with different ways we are tempted. 
We need to watch how we pray, too, for we might be just like the tempter in trying to trap God into doing something for us, in our prayers?
What is a good way to remember the temptations is with three words: Pride, Power, and Possessions.  

But, we can always look at the word “IF”, and see where we might be tricked into some temptation, which obviously is not good for us.
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