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Introduction: 

I want to point out some scriptures that Jesus said. These may not be shared often enough, but on this Ascension Sunday and the Seventh and final day of the Easter Season, I hope it may reassure some who still have questions and doubts, that may not be said out-loud. The following is Jesus’ pray before the crucifixion.
Here is the question for us as we listen to these words: Is Jesus nuts or is he truly the Son of God?

17:1 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 

17:2 since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 

17:3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 
Steve Souther on Desperatepreachers.com points out the contrast of Jesus’ words and those who saw themselves as greatest of the great in that day.

"This is eternal life..." Here may see a
contrast to Rome which claimed to be 'The Eternal
City.' 

The city, with its ruling class, it's nobility,
was the most important thing. The citizens who
made up most of the population were expendable,
not eternal. Jesus' promise of eternal life to
normal people (not even Roman citizens) flew in
the face of everything Rome stood for. Romans
believed they only had the authority to speak of
eternal things. 

It wasn't just in Rome that this came up; Kings
and Queens in most countries were held up in the
same way: "Live forever, Oh Queen...").”
17:4  I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 
This is the goal Jesus has had and now he has completed it for God, the father.

Now, notice what he says next.
17:5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before the world existed.

This is the kind of Savior we have. He was with God and was God before coming to earth as our Savior.

So, think about it for a moment. This God, who came to our earth, knows all kinds of things we do not know or understand. The patience he must have had living with all these people, who do not know and must seem so dense. Yet, he loves them and seeks to teach them and us about what God, the Father, is like and wants for his creation.Then he goes on: 
17:9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 

17:10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 
Jesus is saying, that his disciples are God’s and what is God’s is also his own. There is no concern at this time for the rest of the world, but only for those who are faithful. The faithful give glory to Jesus.
Now, notice what is said next and this is before the crucifixion.

17:11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.
Jesus has a universal understanding of all creation. He has street smarts, which puts him way beyond what we know about suffering and dying. He will suffer and die in this world and planet, but there is more, much more beyond what is now known to those of us on this earth.

Conclusion: So on the Memorial week end, let us remember words said directly to God, the Father. This world is not our home, and eternity is for real for those who trust and believe that Jesus is truly Lord and Savior.  May this help us better understand how Jesus is Son of God, and God, the Father, and Holy Spirit all help explain the kind of God we believe in.
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