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Job 38: 1-7, 34-41
Psalm 104: 1-9, 24, 35c
Hebrews : 1-10
Mark 10: 35- 45
Introduction: 
Given our perspective of these disciples asking Jesus for a position in his kingdom seems more than ridiculous. Of course, the other disciples were jealous and angry with these to guys.

But, before we treat this text as irrelevant, could it be that nothing has changed much even down to our time and place?

Who would you want to be the judge of your prayers? Who would you not want to judge your prayers? 

Some of my minister colleague’s have shared stories of their joy and concerns times during worship. One such concern was the request for prayers that a woman make a wise choice in giving away a little wagon she won.  She wanted to be sure she gave it to someone deserving.
On the one hand it probably was a worthy request as the goal seemed to be one of showing compassion to others. But, on the other hand, God has blessed us with a mind and the freedom to use it as wisely as possible. Without meaning to do so, it seems to me, this woman was rejecting her God given gift to act responsibly.

Now, the text of the day does not seem to be about prayer, yet as we examine our lives and what we pray for and dream, are our prayers too petty, or could they be much more involved in the world’s pain and grief?
Job’s pain was much more deep and complex than what to do with a little wagon.

Our New Testament passage for today is about the importance of the High Priest. They are carefully selected, and even Jesus is appointed by God alone. The highest order of priesthood in Judaism is the order of Melchizedek. What made him so special is that he never died, but was taken up to God without dying.

The scriptures say:

 “5:5 So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him, "You are my Son, today I have begotten you";

5:6 as he says also in another place, "You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek."
Now, we can go to another extreme and think that nothing but world issues are all that matter to God and don’t waste your time with your petty prayers. That is out of order, too.

God does care about all life’s issues. Remember, all of us a called of God, and that means we are to be workers and leaders of what makes this world a better place.

Hebrews goes on to say what real service to God is all about.

10:42 So Jesus called them and said to them, "You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them.

10:43 But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant,

10:44 and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all.

10:45 For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many."
Conclusion:

It seems to me, that in the vast majority of times, we really are asking in our prayer requests that we pray for those in need, 
and we ask for prayers for ourselves to be equipped for leadership and service in our relationships as well.
So, yes, we can laugh at James and John on that extreme and the woman in the little wagon story, yet somewhere in between God still calls us to service and servant hood. May we all pray for each other, who are leaders in our church, and never forget the faithful grunts who are the unknown heroes of God.
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