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Introduction: 
Elijah was taken up by chariots of fire, and never died. Elisha became the prophet to serve Israel after this event. Over the years Israel’s tradition came to believe that Elijah would return before the Messiah came to rule over Israel.

Years after Elijah the prophet Isaiah came on the scene. Israel is again under the control of another country. This time Babylon rules Israel. Isaiah prophesies peace and proclaims the following:
9:6 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

9:7 His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

But it is over 500 years before we find this story coming true. No one saw this one coming. The Jews wanted a king; a king, like David, who was their greatest king of their history. Their expectations were of one, who would destroy the Romans, their power, their influence and their buildings full of false gods.
They had good reason to want such a king. Once they were slaves in Egypt. Then they were slaves of the Babylonians, and now they were basically slaves of the Roman Empire.

Furthermore, they were not excited about the story of a Messiah being a baby.

Their current ruler was Herod. Simply put, he was crazy. To put it politely he was mentally ill. He was horribly impulsive, flew off the handle at the drop of a hat, and had everyone terrified of what he might do next. He had already killed his wife and children, as he saw everyone around him as a threat to his crown.

Hearing the story of the birth of Jesus and the angels singing to the shepherds seemed bizarre. These two nobodies, who were the Messiah’s parents did not fit Israel’s expectations. But, what Israel wanted and what God knew they needed were two different things.
What we need to see here is this unbelievable event of God coming into the world for all the world to be saved. This baby in human form is the creator of the universe, who has set all that aside to show human kind what God is really like. This means he set aside the making of 3 trillian galaxies so he could show us how much he loved us. That is what the word “incarnation” means. God has become a human for our sake.

God cares for the nobodies and the insignificant. God cares for a lot more than just Israel or even the religious and political leaders of that day. Who was more left out in that day than the shepherds?
God came to them first. They were crude, rude and uneducated. They knew nothing of the religious traditions of Judaism. 

Then we hear the story of the wise men. These scholars were astrologers and astronomers. They go to the logical place to look for a king, which was Jerusalem and Herod’s palace. 

Now, remember, he is mentally ill. Here is a threat to his kingdom and he knows nothing about it, nor does the rest the city. The religious scholars have ignored these prophecies for years, as they did not fulfill their definition of reality for a King/Messiah.

These scholars finally find a prophecy and foolishly give it to the king. Now, do you understand why all of Jerusalem was afraid, when they got this news?  What will this mad man do about it?

We know the rest of the story of the wise men, but do you recall that when Herod found he was tricked, he sent soldiers to kill all the babies in the area?

What happens next is another story.

Conclusion:

What we need to understand is why God chose these simple ordinary couple to come and live with them. God is for the entire world. God’s message is to the world, that the current power structures are never to his liking, because the needs of the poor and left outs are never having their needs met. 

This was true then, and it is true to this very day!

For us to truly understand the message of the day, we need to see how God wants us to be like him, full of grace and truth, merciful, compassionate and full of love as Jesus lived with us on this earth.

Imagine this, God really wanted to show his world how much he loved them, so he came simply and died for us, when we did not deserve such love. Any way that rulers run things is not the way God does things.
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