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Jeremiah 1: 4-10
Psalm 71:1-6
I Corinthians 13: 1-13
Luke 4: 21-30
Introduction: 
Do you remember my article a couple of years ago about “Digging a Little Deeper?”

If we do not dig deeper into this scripture today, we miss the point of Jesus’ message. 

He reads from what we call the Old Testament. Luke 4: 18-19
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me. He has sent me to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to liberate the oppressed, and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

The people liked what he read. 

But, then he tells of the stories in the bible about the rescuing of the widow at Zarephath in Sidon, and the healing of the Naaman the Syrian. This made them mad.

Why? Because their Jewish Tradition, another word for nationalism, trapped them in to believing they were the Exceptional chosen people of God. Their belief in God was that God was only the God of the Jews and no one else. This is nationalism at its worst.
Remember the scripture that says “No man can serve to masters.”
What Jesus is doing here is pointing out that what the scriptures say and what their Tradition says do not agree.

Furthermore, I doubt that the people listening to Jesus realized this is about them. They are the poor. They are in mental and spiritual prisons and need to hear him proclaim release to the prisoners. They are blinded by their ignorance and need recovery of sight to their blindness.

But, the home town people do not like the fact Jesus is bucking Tradition.  They do not like that he is stepping on their very prejudiced toes. Those non-Jews Jesus talked about were all called “Dogs” by Jewish Tradition. This was an embarrassing story to tell the home town folks. Israel is always first and number one!
Jesus’ message was saying that God cared about all nations, and their prejudice through their Tradition made them want to kill Jesus.

Conclusion

Today we find we are facing the same problems as did Jesus’ home town.

Jesus came for the entire world. There is a prejudice called “Exceptionalism” in this country that wants us to believe we are special above all other nations in God’s eyes. We are number one. Our politicians constantly try to convince us that only they are on the right side of God and their brand of Tradition/nationalism agrees with the scriptures. 
But, where is the love, compassion and caring of Blacks, Hispanics, refugees, Gays, and contaminated water, that Jesus is calling us to care about? But, where are jobs with fair wages to help the homeless, and powerless?
The scriptures and the prejudicial Traditions of our country are just as much in conflict as were Jesus’ hometown.

The scriptures call us to love each other and the entire world. The tradition of the United States being God’s chosen implies a denial that the rest of the world does not matter to God, or matter as much. We do not call them “Dogs” we label them terrorists and include a lot of innocent people as if they are dirt.
As nice as the I Corinthians 13 is for weddings, we need to put it into perspective. This scripture calls for world love.
Love was in direct conflict with the Tradition and nationalism of the Jews.
Love is in direct conflict with our countries biases, prejudices and the Exceptionalism our political leaders preach.

Which master will we follow: the message of the scriptures “Love one another” or the prejudices and false nationalism of our culture?
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