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Introduction: 
You will remember this text, when I remind you of the time I use to be camp pastor for some middle high young people. I had a bible study each morning and then had a different cabin of boys and girls act out the scriptures in a modern day setting.

The theme was Murmuring and it hit a never like last week’s sermon. Everyone was talking about or identifying murmuring all week long.

Moses and Aaron were the scape goats for all the complaining. But, Moses reminded them, it was God, who led them out of Egypt.

The Apostle Paul is in jail, and we can add “again.” He is now writing to the Philippian church. But, again, we can quote that famous theologian Gomer Pyle. He said, “Surprise, Surprise, Surprise.”  Paul is not complaining. He could have. He had every right to complain. He did what we would call a reframing. He saw his suffering and those of the Philippians as a gift from God. It came out that if you are suffering, then you must be doing something right.
1:27 “Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ,…”

He further encourages a group resolve to strengthen their faith.

I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel,

1:28 and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. 
Then to show them their suffering is on the right track he adds.

“For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's doing.”

Oh, could they murmur over their situation? Of course, but Paul empowers them with faith to overcome any depression they might have.

In our Gospel lesson of the day, we find this story of a very generous and compassionate man.

If we identify with the men who worked all day and murmured, when they all got the same wage, we miss the point.

If we identify with the men who only worked a partial day, we find compassion, mercy and a very generous grace. 

Of course, Jesus is saying, this generous grace is how God works.

Conclusion:

So, who are we in these stories of Murmuring?

I know I have had my moments where murmuring and muttering was, who I was.

But, I suggest, that as members of the Christian faith, we are those who really and honestly only worked a partial day. We do not deserve our salvation, yet we are so blessed.  Thanks Be to God!
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