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Introduction: 
In the Isaiah passage that Jennie read for us this morning, we find these words:

” 43:19 I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.

43:20 The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people,

43:21 the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise.”
God does all kinds of new things through the bible. From the story of Adam and Eve to the end of the scriptures we find a protest. The protest is about doing a new thing. Israel will not stay in captivity forever.
The psalmist states where they are, which is still slaves, but there 
will be newness. 

 126:4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses in the Negeb.

126:5 May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.

126:6 Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 
shall come home with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.”
What is happening here is the Israelites are now slaves on their 

own land, and they cry as they go out to plant the crops for others. 
But, the day will come, when they take in their crops and are given 

back their land, as their own property.

Now, what does this have to do with the gospel lesson of the day- Everything.

Newness is the theme. Remember, that next Sunday is Palm Sunday. This story builds toward the new hope of the future, but is full of Thanksgiving and newness not affected by the ancient Traditions of Israel.

Listen to what is going on here.

First, Lazarus has been raised from the dead.

Second, Jesus comes to Lazarus, Martha and Mary’s home after a preaching trip.
Third, There is a celebration/thanksgiving meal for Jesus restoring Lazarus. He is present and referred to twice in this passage. From death to life is newness.

Fourth, when Jesus was with this family at an earlier time, it was Martha, who was complaining that Mary was not helping with all the preperations of the meal. This time there is no complaining or grumblings. That is new!

Fifth, Mary is in charge. This is new. Women were never in charge of anything when there was a male present. She bought the perfume. She personally applied it to Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. Only a man would wash people’s feet and the lowliest man in the house at that. 

Sixth, true to form, Judas would want to get a hold of that money. This is the only thing that is not new. He is the same old crook.
Seventh, why would Mary put burial perfume on Jesus’ feet? Let us return to the time Jesus visited them. Martha grumbled because of what Mary was not doing- that is, she was not acting like a woman. What she was doing, was listening and sitting at Jesus’ feet like a disciple. That is more newness. It was not done before. Jesus approved and calmed down Martha.
Eighth, because of the Traditions of the day, this part of the story has been ignored for centuries. Mary seems to be just as much of a disciple as are the twelve men. She seems to be more insightful of the message and plan of Jesus than does any of the disciples. She knew he was going to Jerusalem. She, more than the Galilean disciples, would know the workings of the powerbrokers in Jerusalem. She, more than the men, could both hear and understand what Jesus said. She seems to see the end of Jesus’ ministry with no power to stop Jesus going to Jerusalem, so she blesses his ministry with burial perfume.
Remember, men wrote the bible. Men, steeped in the Tradition of Israel, wrote this story. But these men seemed unaware of the new role of women, both in Jesus’ plan, and how life changing this new way to think would become.

There is not a lot written about women in bible, but through the centuries, women have become more and more leaders and pastors. If you want proof that such new behavior was acceptable, then look at Jesus’ words and Mary’s behavior.
Conclusion:

As protestants, we need to renew our appreciation for the name given to us. We are protestors or protestants always against injustice, dishonesty, greed, lying and deeds that use and abuse people everywhere. As protestants, we are for all things new, which heal, uplift, strengthen and affirm all human kind. Mary’s story is a protest against all Jewish Tradition. 
Did Mary know all that would happen to Jesus?  Of course not, but she wanted to do her part and she did it.

What are you protesting against to make our world better?
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