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I Thessalonians 4: 13- 18
Matthew 25: 1-13
Introduction: 
How many of you have been to a revival meeting? They are not so popular as years ago, when a traveling minister would come to a church or set up a tent at the edge of town for a series of services. At the close of each service there was what was called an altar call. The minister would invite the unsaved or fallen away from the faith to come forward and pledge to serve God or renew their service to God.
 In our Old Testament lesson in Joshua, we find a biblical type of revival. Joshua is not calling the people to serve and follow God for the first time; that all happened back with Moses at Mt. Sinai. 
The people had fallen away over the years since Moses died, and now he is calling them to set aside their false gods they had collected and to pledge anew to Yahweh. It was a covenant renewal service.

The United Methodists have a covenant renewal service in their book of worship and it usually occurs in one of the first Sundays of the New Year.
Our New Testament lesson today is the Apostle Paul calling the church at Thessalonica to a type of revival or renewal as well. He does not call it that, but reminds the church that the Scriptures (meaning Old Testament) and Jesus proclaim that history is moving toward its appointment with God. Jesus will return, and with him those who have died before us.
Now for an aside comment.

Remember, last week was All Saints Sunday, and now this scripture and those to follow for the next two weeks will also deal with Jesus coming again. This is because we are at the end of what the church calls the Liturgical church year. New Year’s Sunday is November 30 this year for the church
So, returning to the Apostle Paul, we find this scripture is to assure and declare comfort to the church that Christ is coming again. This comfort is brought by what we call the Holy Spirit or in Greek the word is Paraklet. This word also means “to call one along side.”

We know this when we sense the Spirit of God alongside us in our time of grief and loss, and we know we are not alone. 

So, Paul says, trust in the Lord through your tough days, and through your faith be comforted until the Lord returns again.

Our Gospel lesson sounds nothing like a revival meeting, but the results are the same. Be prepared, trust in God, Be comforted, and when the Lord or bridegroom comes you will be ready. 
So, do not look foolish as those who are not prepared in following God. There is no gap between, when God calls us home. We are either ready or not.

Conclusion:

So, now is the time. It is a turning point. It is a time to renew our pledge of faithfulness to God. They did not know when the bridegroom would show up and we do not know when God will return.  It is a promise. It is our hope. It is not something we need to fear, as we will be with our loved ones once again.
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