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Introduction: 
Today we celebrate Pentecost! It is the day that the Holy Spirit was given to the disciples and Peter preaches his first sermon. 

We are told of the setting

 2:1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.

2:2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.

2:3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.

2:4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

2:5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.

2:6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.

2:7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?

This last comment would have been an insult. These are just Galileans. Remember, anyone not from Jerusalem was a nobody. There was no respect given to them. They were outsiders and their accent gave them away. They might as well be foreigners.
But, they could be understood.

2:12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?"

2:13 But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine."

2:14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.

2:15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning.

2:16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

2:17 'In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.

2:18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.

2:19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.

2:20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious day.

2:21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.'
This was amazing and it took Peter to tell them what was going on.
It would have been more amazing to these folks if they knew who was talking to them. The last time Peter could have spoken was at the trial of Jesus and he denied Jesus 3 times. Furthermore we need to recall that Peter was a fisherman. He was not a trained public speaker. 

Picture yourself doing this and you know this was like a miracle.
I cannot get you to either read or make an announcement in some cases.

Conclusion:

Does the Holy Spirit still work in us as it did in those days?

I believe the answer is “Yes”.

We have not stressed this enough as Christians, yet it is the Spirit at work within each one of us.

Let us start with who is here with us this morning. On the back of your bulletin list what traits of goodness, love, compassion, mercy, peace and other fruits of the spirit you see in those around you. What are they good at doing, saying, thinking, speaking, listening, and making?
Pause and write my own.

All these things you have listed are the Holy Spirit at work right 
here and right now. “as the Spirit gave them ability.”
What we fail to remember is that all goodness is of God- thus the Holy Spirit.  But, when you and I do good in Jesus’ name or for the sake of being Christ-like, we are doing it unto God.
Now, write down some things you are good at doing? As you give those to God along with your offerings each week, you, too, are guided by the Holy Spirit. 

These things listed may seem small or non important to you, but as  

they are given for goodness, God’s Spirit motivates you in your 
goodness.  “…as the Spirit gave them/us ability,” we need not be 

ashamed to be good, do good, say good, live out goodness for 

Jesus’ sake.
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