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Isaiah 40: 1-11
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Mark 1: 1-8

Introduction: 
Have you ever been lost?
There is lost in the woods while hunting.  There is lost in the country with your car. There is lost in a wilderness.  But there is also lost in the understanding of some subject in school. Or have you been lost in thought and then can’t remember where you are or why you are where you are? Or there are stories of being lost in the bible. The Prodigal Son was lost. We refer to faith or lack there-of as lost and then saved. 
Isaiah says,

 40:3 A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

40:4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.

In Isaiah’s day, the rulers had a crew of men who went before them and cleared the road of rocks and ruts so their chariots would have a smoother ride.  People would have known about this or seen it, so they understood Isaiah referring to prepare the way of the Lord in the same manner. 
Isaiah was saying to the people they were in a wilderness and lost, they needed to be gathered by God like a shepherd gathers his lambs.
It could be that the people were suppose to remember God had lead them through the wilderness into the promised land? Now they had forgotten him.

In II Peter 3 we find Peter is reminding the people, who seem to have doubts about their faith or have fallen away from the faith, that God has not forgotten them, but is patiently waiting for them to come to repentance before he returns. But, when he does return it will be without warning and repentance is too late. So, strive to be at peace and serving God responsibly.
When we get to the gospel of Mark there are no shepherds, no wisemen, no star and no manger scene. He goes back to where we began this morning with Isaiah, "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; 1:3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,'" 

But, now there is a new wilderness with John the Baptist proclaiming a baptism of repentance. Again, there is implied that the people are lost and through repentance can be found.

Conclusion

Today as we experience the 2nd Sunday of Advent, how could any commercial business make any money with these stories?
What is worse for them is the total absence of anything dealing with the birth of Jesus or what we call Christmas.

Now, we have real double bind in our faith today. First, we are in Advent, which is a time of waiting. But, second, there is the preparation for the coming.

Perhaps we have become too relaxed these days in living our faith? The nature and mission of the church at its finest is one that is always looking forward to the future, not just about Christmas, but how God is still wanting us to prepare the way of the Lord’s return.
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