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Introduction: 
Promises, Promises always Promises!

Does that sound like something you have heard before?

Ministers hear this all the time.

Promises made at the time of a baptism.

Promises made at the time of new members joining the church.

Promises made at the time of a confirmation.

Promises made after a wedding.

Promises made after the death of some one.

Promises made at the pledge drives within the church.

Many of these promises are not fulfilled.

Then there are the promises made in the bible.

In Jeremiah we find these words  Jeremiah 33:14-16

33:14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will 
fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.

This promise was fulfilled, and we know it by being here today centuries after the promise was given called Jesus, the Christ.
Today is the first Sunday of the Christian New Year. We call it the first Sunday of Advent. There have been promises made and hoped for as the country prepared for Black Friday and now the rest of the Christmas hoopla. Advent is ignored by our world, because no one has figured out how to make any money off of the idea.

But, Advent is a time of signs and promises and we are not talking about advertising here. It is a time that makes people uncomfortable. Advent looks for a time toward a shifting of our culture’s own paradigms.

So, what is a paradigm? It is a pattern, example, or model of something. 
Advent is a looking for shift of our own culture’s pattern, example or model of how it does business.  Culture assumes a rather shallow display of good will and emotional warmth.  While Advent demands good will of systems that aren’t designed to be anything but making money.
Advent looks toward an economy that is just.

Jesus is warning people that there will be a major over haul of the all we know when Jesus comes again.
Our culture tries to make everything look beautiful and wonderful for the season. There is an attempt to cover up and forget all that is going on around us.
Advent seeks to snap us out of this false dream. Reality says our society is full of violence. Income is unfair, poverty has many forms and working several jobs to make ends meet is only one illustration. 

The righteous branch, who we call Jesus comes as an agent of justice. This is bad news for those that are not just.
These warning signs have been here for centuries. It seems like they are old and obsolete. But, I suggest to you, that now is the time for us to be just, to work for what is good and right and compassionate- truly loving one another. This will build a new example of how people need to live with one another here and around our world.

There is plenty that can makes us afraid and threatened.

Jesus still has the last word. He says in Luke  21:36, Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."
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