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II Samuel 7: 1-14a
Psalm 89: 20-37
Ephesians 2: 11-22
Mark 6: 30-34, 53-56

Introduction: 
Reconciliation, in Christian theology, is an element of salvation that refers to the results of atonement. Reconciliation is the end of the estrangement, caused by original sin, between God and humanity.. God is the author, Christ is the agent and we are the ambassadors of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5).
Those who designed the lectionary must have had a mean streak in their bones on the day they assigned this scripture. Why in the middle of summer do we deal with such deep and complex theology?

But, I will try to make it bearable.

Reconciliation is a piece of salvation, which unites us to God and others. There is a word in Christian theology called “atonement”. It means just what it sounds like: at one ment. It is a joining or uniting of the people of God to God. And it is a uniting of the people of God to God’s people. If there was no broken relationship with God or with God’s people the word reconcile would not exist for us as Christians.  So, when we read “Reconciliation is the end of the estrangement”,  we find our separation from God and others no longer exists.  We are not strangers to each other anymore. 

Webster’s dictionary says, estrangement means: “ to cause someone to be no longer friendly or close to another person or group” What causes this separation? Our earlier definition says it is “caused by original sin, between God and humanity.”
Sin is always a broken relationship. It is always a broken relationship between God and others.
Those who think original sin is somehow sexual, (think Adam and Eve) have missed the point completely.

We may have forgotten, but our baptism is the symbol of our reconciliation with God and the church.

Christ lived, suffered and died to reconcile us  back to good relationships with God and each other.

Conclusion:
Paul continues with these words: 

2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

2:14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.

2:15 He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace,

2:16 and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it.

2:17 So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near;
I really like these words, because it makes clear that God through 

Christ did all the good stuff. We did nothing but accept it.

Now, how can we show our appreciation to God in how we live?
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