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Acts 10: 34-43
Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24

I Corinthians 1: 1-11
John 20: 1-18, Mark 16: 1-8

Introduction: 
Let us start our thoughts at a strange beginning this Easter morning. The mob cried “Crucify Him”.

Caiaphas, the High Priest, might well have thought, “How convenient to get rid of this trouble maker. At last he will not make us so uncomfortable any longer.

But, when the word got out that Jesus was alive and well, I wonder whether Caiaphas slept very well?
Then we might wonder who else was uncomfortable with this news of the Resurrection?

All the Disciples had deserted Jesus. Peter had denied him three times with some profanity thrown into the mix.

As hard as it must have been for those followers to believe Jesus was alive, I cannot imagine any of them not being petrified by this news. Will he get revenge on us for running away? What does he want with us now?

The Gospel of John has the most amazing words for these scared to death people. To Mary Jesus said,  "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"
Jesus reassures these people that I and Father God still love you.
God has not given up on you. God is not going to punish you for your faithlessness. You are still my brothers!
Now, when Mary reports that she has seen the Lord, I wonder how long it took her to say word for word what Jesus had told her?

Here is God’s grace as clearly seen and practiced as possible. Jesus forgives everyone on the cross – “Forgive them for they know not what they do.”

Now, he says it to Mary for all the Disciples’ benefit.

We all know how close Jesus was/is to the Father throughout his ministry. Nothing has changed and yet everything has changed. Jesus and God, the Father, are still God to them.
I wonder how long it took for those Disciples to not feel uncomfortable with the fact of Jesus’ Resurrection?

To remember the rest of the story, we need to turn to the Gospel of Matthew 28: 11-15
“While the women were on their way (from the tomb), some of the guard went into the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. After meeting and conferring with the elders, the chief priests offered the soldiers a substantial bride and told them to say, ‘ His disciples came during the night  and stole the body while we were  asleep.’ They added, ‘if this should reach the governor’s ears, we will put matters right with him and see you do not suffer.’ So they took the money and did as they were told. Their story became widely known, and is current in Jewish circles to this day.”

Matthew’s take on the Resurrection makes me wonder how comfortable were the chief priests’ now?  What fear lurked in their hearts?

But, if we return to the Gospel of Mark, Jesus repeatedly told the Disciples he was going to suffer and die and return. To say they seemed dense is maybe too polite. Listen to Jesus’ own words to the Discples, when he finally meets them face to face.
Mark 16:14  “Still later he appeared to the eleven while they were at table, and reproached them or their incredulity  and dullness, because they had not believed those who had seen him after he was raised from the dead.
So what is incredulity?  It means unwillingness or unable to believe; doubting and skepticism.
Then he said to them: ‘Go to every part of the world, and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation.”

Conclusion:

So, how uncomfortable or incredulous are we this morning, knowing your own faithlessness, yet believing the Jesus has risen indeed? Or how uncomfortable would you be, if you really believed that Jesus Christ is risen?
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