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Introduction: 
I told you last week that the next two weeks will have scriptures about the end times, the last judgment or the end of the world.

The Old Testament scripture called Judges tells us once again that the Israelites had fallen away from following God. 

The theme of today’s message is risk.

In the story of Deborah, we find  the Israelites have been harassed by one of their enemies for 20 years. Again, like in Egypt, the Lord heard their groans and cries. God works through the prophetess, Deborah. Deborah  summons Barak to come and lead an army against their enemies. We do not hear the whole story in today’s scripture, but I will tell you what happened. 

It seems strange that God would call this man as he had no courage. He was not willing to risk his own judgment.  So, he asks Deborah to go with him into battle. He is warned that by asking her to go with him, the hero will be a woman and he will not get the credit.  Later we find that indeed it is a woman who is the victor of the day, and took a risk, where Barak did not.
The letter of Paul to Thessalonica is one of many letters Paul wrote to the churches he started.  He was a risk taker. He suffered for it in many ways, and we know he died for the risks he believed in.

In Thessalonians, he preaches about the end times. 

I doubt that many people were over joyed hearing this news about the end times. It was a risk, but one he felt called to preach.
In the Gospel lesson of the day in Matthew, we find this parable Jesus tells.

The simplest way to tell you how the people heard this story is to change the “talent” to a million dollars. A talent was like winning the lottery today.  It was way beyond what the masses of people could possibly imagine.

So, we have 5 million, two million and one million given to these servants.

Again, I remind you our theme is risk.

The man risked as he gave this money to his slaves.  The slaves risked as they tried to use the money wisely.

The last slave was gutless. He buried the money.

The commentary at the end of the story talks about the ethics of the man with all this money. It is the old bait and switch trick. Blame the man for loaning the money. It is not my fault I did not use the money.

We know this all too well today as we see those who blame Obama for what the congress refuses to risk with a vote.

Conclusion;

So, what does this story have to say about us? What risks are there for us as followers of Jesus?
There is a risk in inviting someone to church. There is a risk in calling the police, when we see unlawful activity. There is a risk in being on a board or committee, where decisions are made to boldly act on risking improvements to our church, our community and our world.

Most of our risks are not by appearance earth shaking, but helping the poor, the homeless and hungry is also a risk. Being a good neighbor is a risk. Praying for others is even a risk.
Look for what risks you are to face this coming week?

Years ago when IBM was a small company, they
made a decision to reduce this fear among their
employees. Each department was therefore required
to have three failed projects a year. Imagine what
that did for creativity. The result of that one
decision propelled the company into what became
"Big Blue", a world leader! 
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