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Habakkuk 1: 1-4, 2; 1-4
Psalm 119: 137- 144
II Thessalonians  1: 1-4
Luke 19”: 1-10
Introduction: 
Will Willomon imagines Zacchaeus as a “sleazy old reprobate,” who as chief tax collector is filthy rich.

The gospel writer, Luke, is always rough on the rich when he writes about them. What is also strange about this story is Luke is the only gospel writer that tells this story.
This story tells us a lot about Jesus, that of all the people he could have visited in Jericho,  it is only Zaccheaus, who is a disgusting, sinful, rich, chief tax collector. Luke continues to describe for us how God, through Christ, stoops down to us and can bring salvation to literally anyone.

Now looking at the details of this story, it can be debated that it could be Jesus or Zaccheaus who was so short that Jesus could not be seen over the crowd of people. 

John Wesley and Napoleon were noted as being short. How short is short?  Napoleon was said to be 5ft 7 in. tall. Height was a put down for people that are that tall. Do you know any other famous people who are 5’ 7”  tall?  Of course, you do.  That is exactly the height of the pastor of Truax UCC.
Now, I feel bad for those of you who are not of this famous height. Have you ever been talked about in the same sentence with John Wesley or Napoleon?

But, I digress. By any definition you choose, we find Zacchaeus is just a plain crook. 

As I told you last week, the tax collectors worked for the Roman government. They were paid no salary. They were the scummiest of the scum. It is easy to see they had no respect for God or any one. They overcharge even what was a fair amount for their share of the money collected. Then they take their money to the chief tax collector and he knows what crooks they are, so he skims off even more than his own fair share. And, despite how he made so much money, the other tax collectors were still getting rich as well.
It should surprise none of us here, that the scriptures here tell how the citizens of Jericho grumbled “He’s gone to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” And you know they would spit out the word “Sinner.”
This decision of Jesus is a slap in the face of the religious community of Jericho. 

Notice, it was not the sinners, who were complaining about Jesus doing this. It was the righteous people.

Furthermore, we find the hook in the story is the word “Salvation.”

Salvation is whenever Jesus intrudes into your space and mine, whenever Jesus makes your sinful table the site of his salvation feast like he did for Zacchaeus. Most of the time we find it is Jesus inviting himself to relate to others.

N.T. Wright says that Jesus was crucified because of the company he kept at the table, because he practiced wide open , messianic hospitality. Messiah was supposed to come and gather faithful Israel; Jesus came to seek and to save the lost of Israel.

Jesus got into all kinds of trouble because he saved people that nobody thought could be saved. In fact, Jesus saved people that not many wanted to be saved! Some of them were poor and downtrodden, some of them were rich and questionable.
Remember that circle I drew last week and listed 11 social relationships?  Every single one of them could be a prejudice against someone else.

Jesus came to save those sinners that nobody thought could be saved even us!
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