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Introduction: 
We are going to begin with Judas this morning.

He was tempted and he gave in, but that is too simple of a statement for us to leave it at that and move on.

Judas was not stupid. This is not a time to ask which of the disciples was the smartest.  But, what we find here is that Judas was the first one to publically figure out what Jesus was really about as a leader.

Jesus was not going be a king nor have a revolution to lead as was King David. Judas saw this and figured out that Jesus was not the kind of Messiah he wanted, and hoped to follow.

Because he could see this difference, he gave into his temptation to betray Jesus. He loved money and he was the treasurer for the disciples. He stole from this treasury, so it is not all that clear if he betrayed Jesus for the money, or he betrayed Jesus to force him to act as the revolutionary leader Judas wanted him to be?

We need to remember that the gospel of Mark compared to the other gospels is like CNN Headline News. It is from this gospel we are reading today.
As we remember the so called Triumphal Entry, Mark tells of the praises, the donkey and the people saying, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Blessed is the kingdom of our father David which is coming! Hosanna in the heavens!”

Judas is not the only one who wants Jesus to be a Messiah like King David.

But, notice what Mark says next. The so called Triumphal Entry falls like a thud. Nothing happens of any ongoing celebration. It is over. 

Listen to the next verses: “He entered Jerusalem and went in to the temple. He looked round at everything; then, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.”

I wonder what the other disciples would have thought of this very anti climax to an otherwise glorious day?

The scriptures do not tell us, but I wonder what kind of temptations could have entered the disciple’s minds as this day ended with such a thud?

Then we find the night of the Passover itself. They are all gathered in the upper room, and Jesus has these strange words, and he sounds like a man defeated. Where is the conquering hero they all look up to? Then after the meal, in the garden, the soldiers come and arrest Jesus, and everyone takes off like birds, who hear the sound of a shotgun. Panic it to put it mildly.
I wonder what were their temptations besides saving their own hide? 

As the so called trial of Jesus takes place we find Peter being tempted, and he does deny Jesus. Yes, it is three times! 

Then we finally hear the cries Crucify Him! There probably were some who praised him earlier, who are now tempted to get rid of him. They, too, saw this Jesus was not going to be the leader, the savior, the Hero they thought would come, clean house, kick out the Romans and rule the world.

My hunch is that some of them simply saw Jesus as a joke and a bitter disappointing one at that. He got us all stirred up and boy were we ever deceived.

Conclusion:

Well, I cannot speak for you, but over the years I have had my own temptations. I, too, have found myself thinking that Jesus is a certain kind of Savior/king. Then I come to my senses and I, too, am let down, because he is not the leader/God I envisioned him to be.
I look around our world and the wars and rumors of wars seem to be increasing, not going away. I see terrorists, bullies, white collar crime and lying politicians who seem to be multiplying like rats. I wonder and pray and question; should I give up on this God who claims to care about us. I see sickness and disease and our wonderful friends and family members get sick and die. I must confess I at times despair and am tempted to say, is my feeble efforts worth anything?  Is the kingdom of God really real? 

In the Lord’s Prayer we pray, “Lead us not into temptation.”

We all have been tempted and we all have been sucked into some kind of temptation, which is not God’s will.
But, there is hope. There is nothing else in all creation like the love, and grace and compassion of God. God has called us to be faithful, and nowhere is there a message that we must be or ever will be successful. Jesus came that we might have life and have it with abundance. This life and abundance is not our design, but God’s.

We will always be tempted along with Judas, the disciples and the rest of the world. We may not know it, but we, too, deny Jesus most every day. Yet, the promise is here. We are forgiven.  Jesus is still the way and He has the plan. We see the world’s plans, and they are all failures.  

Frankly, the so called Triumphal Entry was a flop.

Yet, the outcome of the entire event was fabulous news. 

His will was done; His Kingdom did come. There is nothing better! Praise God from whom all blessing flow.  Praise Him by Loving One another.
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