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Isaiah 64: 1-9

Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19
I Thessalonians 1: 3-9
Mark 13: 24-37

Introduction: 
A person by the name of Dale raised the following questions on Desperate Preachers. Com.

	
November 24, 2014
	How do we celebrate Advent in a Christmas world? 
Do we fast, as Christians of old did, while
everyone else is eating all the sweet treats in
December? Do we refuse to sing Silent Night at
Church, while people can hear it played at the
Mall? Do we reserve our joy for the Christmas Eve
service, while our car radios blast Joy to the
World? What do we do?
I was taught the "right" way to
celebrate Advent in seminary. I'm not sure how
"right" it is. While the culture outside
the Church is singing our songs, do we still wait
until Christmas to sing them?
Can we interface better with the culture by
acknowledging both that Christ is born and that
Christ is coming?
This scripture passage calls for God to tear open
the heavens. It calls for us to confess our sin.
And it calls for us never to lose sight of the
fact that the last word belongs to God. Can we be
penitent and joyful at the same time?


My hunch is that these questions are our questions this morning as well. 
I, too, am one of those who was trained to not use Christmas hymns until Christmas.  This is Advent, and the world is wrong and we are right – so there!

But, our theology speaks of a both –and. 

Today is the beginning of the Litergical church year.  So, is this a time of beginning or the time of ending? It is not at all clear to us. This should not be a surprise to us either. The Bible tells us Christ has come, Christ is present, and Christ will come again. 
We say this in our Communion service. This is not double talk. We know this by God’s Spirit.
Advent means “coming”. What is coming is Apocalyptic. This word means to “reveal”, or to “uncover.”
Our theme of the day is “Hope.” Our hope is in the return of Christ with a new heaven and a new earth.  We need to be reminded that this hope is not based on what we want, but on what God’s will is going to be fulfilled.  God’s way and will and control is finally to be realized.
For many people this time will be a time of terror and fear and dread. Some Christian ministers relish this idea, but that contradicts the hope that is promised by God. God’s reign is a positive one of Good News.

As believers who understand Christ has come, Christ is present, and Christ is coming, it seems to me that we can do all those thing that make Christmas come before Advent. Does this make us double minded or schitzaphrenic?  Is Advent an ending or a beginning?  The answer is “Yes” to all of these. We are God’s people. God understands  all our pain and fear and worry and anxiety, so can he not understand how we sing Advent carols and Christmas carols all on the same day and it is OK?

But, let us never forget that it is God who gets the last word!
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