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Hosea 1: 2-10
Psalm 85
Colossians 2: 6-15
Luke 11: 1-13
Introduction: 
Do you pray much?

11:2 He said to them, "When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name….”

Do any of you have a problem with using the Lord’s name in vain or swearing? Make the names of God sacred is what Jesus is saying.

He could have added that we keep hearts and minds and spirits from having diarrhea of the lips. This is the meaning of profanity.

Pro means for.  Vane or Vanity means empty. One dictionary definition says:
profane ‎(comparative profaner or more profane, superlative profanest or most profane)

1. Unclean; ritually impure; unholy, desecrating a holy place or thing.  [quotations ▼] 

2. Not sacred or holy, unconsecrated; relating to non-religious matters, secular.  [quotations ▼] 

3. Treating sacred things with contempt, disrespect, irreverence, or undue familiarity; blasphemous, impious. Hence, specifically; Irreverent in language; taking the name of God in vain; given to swearing; blasphemous; as, a profane person, word, oath, or tongue.  [quotations ▼] 

a profane person, word, oath, or tongue
What this prayer suggests is what we all know:  we are to honor and respect God.

Your kingdom come.
If you are like me, it seems like an impossible job to change the whole world. But, it is doable by starting with ourselves and being the role models and mentors our world needs. This phrase does two things for me. One: it draws each of us outside of our own selfish and ego centered lives. And it combines the honoring of God.
These thoughts also build on the story we just heard two weeks ago on how to be a good neighbor. So, what is the law?
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and mind and soul and your neighbor as yourself.”

11:3 Give us each day our daily bread.
The implication here is for God to give us enough.

Enough to live on. As we know too well, there are those who have more than even what is extravagant, and there are those who do not even have food pantries.

It is hard for us truly to understand this phrase. We are an instant gratification society. We seldom wait for Christmas; if we want something we go get it.
Perhaps it is time to at least make our prayer at least a thanks for blessings beyond all basics?

11:4 And forgive us our debts,
Because of our wealth, which we take for granted, we may think the only debts we owe are the credit cards and monthly car or house payments. It might be helpful for us to think this way. Who are we indebted too, but seldom can thank, or in many cases do not know?
Here is a starter list: those who grow our food, those who package or deliver it. Those who are the Police, Fire and Medical people, who help us in emergencies, keep us from being sick, and stop diseases from spreading. Our elected and other public officials. If we believed only our media we would think the whole world is corrupt. The vast majority of such people, some are sitting with us today, are totally unrecognized, yet wonderful good people.

Forgive us our debts means we are indebted to them and seldom if ever thank them.

Forgive us for how we treat telephone solicitors. Forgive us for prejudgments of race, politics and religion.
As we forgive others.
I am always troubled by this one, as I know in my heart I am not very good at this.  How do we forgive others? When have we or do we forgive others? I know there are some I forgive and others I have not forgiven. How come?

Conclusion:
The Apostle Paul suggests we pray without ceasing. 

Over the years I have suggested 5 categories of prayer: Praise, Thanksgiving, Confession, Intercession (Praying for others) and Petition (asking for your own needs).

Some religious traditions suggest we pray the Lord’s Prayer 3 times a day. What works for you to make your relationship with God more personal?
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