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Introduction: 
Last week I made reference to Paul’s comment to the church at Colossi that we all are called. It is from this call that we encourage our children to take Confirmation to learn more about God and Christ and church history. For many people this seems more than enough to be God’s followers.
But there is much more to learn and it is for adults only that such knowledge is shared. It is not that children cannot or should not know it, but that they cannot comprehend it.  Christianity is an adult religion.

John 1:1-4 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

1:2 He was in the beginning with God. 

1:3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 

1:4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
This means we believe in the preexistence of Jesus as God before Creation began. This is the New Testament creation story. 

John refers to Jesus as the Word before he uses the name of Jesus or Christ. So, to clear up one problem some of us may face, Jesus is the Word, not the scriptures. There are those who believe that the bible is the word of God. Technically it is not. It is a pointer to the Christ, who is the Word. The Word and God, as father as we know him, are one. So, we have Father, Son and Holy Spirit as 3 in one. Our term for it is Trinity.
We all know “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” This sweet little hymn is taught and sung by people of all ages, and there is absolutely nothing wrong with doing it. It closes with “O come to us abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.” 
Emmanuel means God with us!

Like this song, John is talking about Jesus before he is born.

John now calls Jesus the “Light”. 

1:9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

1:10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.
Jesus is the Word, and now is called light. As creator it makes sense to refer to Jesus as Word or Light as he is the giver of all information of goodness and truth.
John is making a case for why Jesus is God. And in talking about John, the Baptist, he shows how God introduced Jesus to the world through John’s message.

But, then he summarizes who Jesus is and what he does.

1:11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 

1:12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 

1:13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

1:14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, ….
Conclusion

Our world is full of lots of information, which is neither good or 

true. 

Good science is understanding how Christ made the universe.

We have a God that does abide with us always within our hearts, whether we talk to him or not.

The idea of the preexistence of Christ may be strange to you, but it is an ancient, time-honored, biblical thought.

Will Willimon makes this point about the preexistence of Jesus.

“Preexistence is a notion that is most credible to people who know what it’s like to be in the world, yet not at home, who have tasted the bitterness of alienation, suffering and death and who know, if there is a just and loving God, that this world , as good as it sometimes is, cannot be all that there is. There was somewhere- somewhere before here- when it was better. There was sometime, some time before this time, when it was better than now.” Preexistence.
The New Testament attributes preexistence not to us, not to human beings, but only to Christ. We did not exist before we were born- Christ did. Preexistence is not something that tells you anything about us, but rather it tells us everything about Christ.

1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

1:14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, …full of grace and truth.
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