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Ezelial 34: 11-16, 20-24

Psalm100
Ehpesians 1: 15- 23

Matthew 25: 31-46

Introduction: 
Today is the last Sunday of the liturgical church year. In older days we called it “Christ, the King” Sunday.  Today we call it ‘Christ’s Reign” Sunday. King is a masculine and sexist title and some folks in the church do not like it.

What do we stress on this last Sunday?  Is it Christ as ruler of the universe, which he is? Do we stress judgment and how Christ will come and there will be a universal court scene? Or do we emphasise   the cause of the needy of the world?
Our Old Testament lesson in Ezekiel describes two kinds of sheep. Those which are scattered and those that do the scattering are all God’s sheep. He will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep.  The fat sheep have been ravaging the lean sheep. 
So, current conditions will not stay the same. 

In the New Testament story in Matthew, we find a story about the sheep and goats. The story is an illustration.  There was mutual respect for both animals in Jesus’ day, and both were used as an offering to God at the temple.
But, are the animals the point of the story or are the people?  

 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?'
25:45 Then he will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.'
There probably will be those ministers today who will use these texts as a club over their people. But, I do not see it that way here. We do care about others. We do give to the food pantries. We do offer ourselves in service to many volunteer agencies. We can always do more. This will never end in this lifetime.
In the letter to the Ephesians, the Apostle, Paul, is reminding his congregation that Judgment is not something any of them or even us need to fear. When we confess our sins and seek faithfully to following the teachings and role model of Christ, we find our judgment is behind us.
So, what do we do?  Paul’s answer is here. 5:11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

 Conclusion: 

Here are scriptures that are positive and upbeat. Your are doing many things right.  Now, not only keep it, but encourage those around you with encouragement, love and grace.
Today is communion Sunday. Give thanks to God that you are able to be doing good for the cause of Jesus Christ!
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