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Introduction: 

The beginning of Israel as a nation is in Egypt. Everything that happens to Israel comes back to remembering the Israelites were slaves in Egypt. God heard their groans. But, note, the Israelites did not know God, they simply cried out, and God heard their cries.
Throughout their history there is story after story of events that happen, where the Israelites are forced to remember, that “Once they were slaves and now they are free.” Each time a crisis occurs, the theme with four points shows up. There is always a Pharaoh, the cries of the lowly, God and a Moses figure.
The Pharaohs are nameless as the event changes. Sometimes they are called kings, and others with different titles. In today’s lesson we find the title of the oppressor being a governor called Pilate. He represents the Roman Empire. With Pilate are the Scribes, Pharisees and chief priests of Israel to maintain the status quo.

Status quo means: the existing state of affairs. These leaders liked  things just as they are, so their power, prestige and wealth made them on top of the pecking order of Israel.
The translators of the bible entitle this section I read to you as “Jesus before Pilate.” This keeps the story dull by the records of any normal court reporter.

But, the governor wants this over and done quickly, “Are you the king of the Jews?”

Jesus true to form answers a question with a question. “Is that your own question, or did they tell you to ask it?”
The governor, like any normal dictator, makes sure Jesus knows he is superior to the Jewish authorities, who are in his good graces. Again, the governor cuts right to the core of the problem. “What have you done?”

Jesus’ reply is elusive. This means: he could be tending to evade or change the subject, or it could mean his words were hard to figure out or comprehend.
He did not say what he could have said’ to John the Baptist’s disciples, who wanted to know if he was the Messiah.

But here is what he said. 

“My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”

“So you are a king?” says Pilate.

The reply is:

“You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”

To Pilate, he seems to see Jesus as a religious philosopher or nut and certainly no threat to Rome at this point.

Is it frustration or is it in defiance, Pilate asks, “What is truth?”

So, we find this scene just like the scene of Pharaoh and Moses. The truth of God is spoken by Moses to the power of the Pharaoh.
Jesus makes Pilate’s question in to power that does not deserve to be there. Here is an illegitimate power questioning the one who is “the way, the truth and life.”
Whether we see Pilate or Pharaoh, or kings, or presidents or governors, or ministers or any authority figure, many seem to be alike. Many seem to act the same way in their greedy, uncaring, violent self importance.
The followers of Jesus were the poor, the hungry, the homeless, the sick, the widows, orphans and rejects of society. They did not like things as they were. They were ready for a change. They knew Jesus was Truth that refused to conform to power.

But, let us not forget what Jesus also said to the governor. “You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above.” This word is one that probably makes the governor not sleep so well at night. Of course, other world leaders may not know this quote, yet they, too, are unsettled and restless, because they, too, can be on trial and seen where ever they are dishonest, greedy or power hungry.
Conclusion:

The powerful are never free to disregard truth.

These stories of Pharaoh and Pilate are our stories, too. Those who are ruled by a false truth are known by God, who even today hears the groans and cries of his hurting people.
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