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Introduction: 
Our Gospel lesson of the day starts with the report of the disciples who met Jesus on the road to Emmaus. 

I am going to read that story from Eugene Peterson’s paraphrase called “The Message” (Luke 24: 13ff).   Then I will read our lesson of this morning. 

Maria Boulding writes in  “A Guide to Prayer for All God’s people.”    

“We had hoped,’ say the travelers to the Lord. ‘We had hoped that things would go like…’ We had our plans, but now… it is all changed.
“Don’t you see,’ asked the stranger with them? ‘Isn’t it what all the Scriptures are about, from end to end? Don’t you understand that the Christ had to suffer and so enter into his glory? Don’t you understand that it can’t be otherwise for you? You have to jettison your small plans, because the Father’s plans for you are unthinkably greater and more wonderful. You have to leap into God’s hands, say an unconditional ‘Yes’ and be born anew. God’s love exceeds all that you deserve or even desire.”

I think we mainline protestants need to rethink this phrase ‘born anew’ or ‘born again.’  Our God is too small. Our dreams and desires are too small, when we trust our own thinking.  God has dreams and plans for us to be his people that stretch us to try new things, see new things, be new things in how to love one another.

When God’s Spirit is allowed to fill us with love, and joy and compassion for others, we are a new creation. 
I remember as a teenager, that I decided to look for people who I wanted to be like. They became my mentors, though unknown to themselves.  I did not know it at the time, but something died in me that day, and I now know what it was. It was a very self-centered life style. But, I found something else was born. I never recovered. I know that caring about others is what God wants us to be about. What I had hoped for had changed!
The closing text has this to say: 
"Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day,

24:47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.

24:48 You are witnesses of these things.”
I wonder if we are still too centered in our own hopes? 

Our need to repent is where we are too small and narrow in our self-centered lives. It separates us from God. We have been forgiven, when Christ died for us.  Have we accepted it yet?
PAGE  
3

