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Introduction: 
I, at one point this week, thought that I would preach on the theme of Newness. But, when the texts finally opened up to me in a new way, I found the word “know” was what was new.

What do you know?
I am going to start with something we know and probably take for granted, as I have, and see how it relates to the bible story of the day.

Most all of us come to church on a fairly regular basis. There may be a variety of reasons for this, but I suggest one of the biggest reasons is we know in some manner or other that God loves us. We also know we desire to love God in return.
So, the I John 3:16-24 text makes it clear. “We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us-….”

We probably do not think of Jesus dying for us every single time we think of his loving us. This does not seem necessary.

We know we are called to love God in return for God’s great love. So, it should not be a surprise to find the next half of the verse I quoted say: “…and we ought to lay down our lives for one another.”

But until recent times we have been far removed from seeing or believing that we would ever face such an earth-shaking decision where we live. With violence so common in our culture, there is no certainty what any of us will face from day to day.
So, the scriptures are more relevant than ever as we continue to read: 3:18”Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.”

Next, the text reminds us of something else we know.
3:19 “And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him….”

We know that God’s truth is not the world’s truth. 
The next part of the verse deals with our conscience. 3:20 “whenever our hearts condemn us;”
Then we are reminded “God is greater than us and knows everything.”
So, comes the punch line.  3:21”Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God;”

Could it be that our conscience is stuck in rut?  That it keeps reminding us we are not good enough, strong enough, smart enough to speak up or act responsibly on behalf of truth and love?

When we turn to the Acts 4 reading of the day, we find Peter and others arrested for healing a man.  He is speaking boldly, where a few days before they were all locked in the upper room.
4:7 “When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what name did you do this?"

4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders,

4:9 if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed,

4:10 let it be known to all of you, ….”
What change has come to Peter when filled with the Spirit of God. He had been so ashamed of denying Jesus 3 times. Now, knowing the love and forgiveness Jesus has given them, they are fearless before the power structure of their day.

Conclusion:

What do we know?

We know a lot more about God and God’s love than we sometimes admit or maybe remember. May this knowing empower us in the coming days whether in joy or in tragedy.  
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