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Introduction: 
Richard Dawkins is very famous. You may not know his name, but he is probably the leading atheist of the current age. His main theme is that religion is bad for you.

To begin I have to sorta agree with him.

We have all kinds of religions out there in our world, and too many people have their own twist to how they see or understand even Christianity.

I am rereading a book entitled “The Scandalous gospel of Jesus,’ by Peter Gomes. The way I understand him is that most people seem to be taking the bible as if it is God rather than what it really is, which is a pointer to God.

Yes, it contains our sacred writings as Christians view it. But, if it is a pointer, who is it pointing toward? The answer is Jesus.9
The bible is not the Word ; Jesus is! What he says and does is the gospel.
Now if Jesus’ message is the center of what we call the “Gospel,” or good news, then why are so many people quoting the bible for their proof texts, when if there is a need of a proof needs to come from Jesus, and his preaching, teaching and healing?

Our politicians all have to prove they agree with the bible, but much of it is not biblical let alone Christian. There has been some comments on facebook about words Jesus is claimed to have said, and they just are not true. 

What Peter Gomes is trying to show in his book is that most people including many ministers are not preaching about what Jesus said.

Remember the title of his book was, “The Scandalous gospel of Jesus.” It is scandalous! The message of Jesus is mainly subversive, and counter cultural. This means that most of the teachings of Jesus were anything but good news to many of those who heard him preach and teach. It was the poor, the needy and the outcaste, who heard Jesus gladly.
Jewish tradition was so entrenched that there was no room for love and compassion and justice for most of the Jewish people of the day let alone an outsider. The outsiders were simply labeled pigs.

In today’s gospel lesson we find Jesus talking about those who eat his flesh and drink his blood. He concludes with these words:
6:58 This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever."

6:59 He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

So, what was the response?

6:60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, "This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?"

6:61 But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to them, "Does this offend you?

6:62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before?

6:63 It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.
Conclusion:

There are still plenty of people who do not like the flesh and blood of Jesus as a reason not to follow him. There are also those who do not believe the ascension of Jesus or that he is alive in eternity.

But, the bottom line seems to be that Jesus has called us to be loving, compassionate and forgiving in all we do. That is where the Spirit and life really exists. Where do you see this around you?

Which political candidates do you find who are doing this behavior this year?

And how are you such a role model where you live each day?
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