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Deuteronomy 26: 1-11
Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-16
Romans 10: 8b-13
Luke 4: 1-13
Introduction: 
Atheists seem to be stuck with the question “Is there a God?”

The Bible’s main question is what kind of God is there?

The temptation story is always new and fresh for me. Yet, we could easily note the nature of the temptations and not have to listen to the story. To put it simply.  It is about bread, religious certainty, and political power.
Our political debates have the same three themes. Keep the foreigners out so there is enough bread for me and my family. Let my brand of religious certainty be the national brand and only brand. Let me lead you and inform you on what is true, right and good for us.

Temptation is always around us. A personal Satan has stopped being around since modern times, whatever that means?

But, we all know there is a spirit and atmosphere that cannot be denied. It is a spirit of death, destruction, and manipulation with everything it does being a lie.
Scott Peck wrote a book called “People of the Lie.” As a Psychiatrist, he saw this in personal and social actions, some of which is mental illness. He was the one who uncovered the Meli massacre.

The temptations Jesus had in the forty days in the wilderness were all lies. Each temptation was a half truth of making God out to be something different than God really was and is. Later Jesus did use bread, not for himself, but the feeding of the 5000. Later, Jesus did use religious certainty, but it was in love one another and when he said, “I am the way, the truth and the life.” Later on he did use political power, when standing before Pilate he said, I am a king, but not of this world.
But, there is another way to look at these temptations of Jesus.

Paul Shearer said in a sermon on this text. “Beware of the Bible  being obvious.’ It’s obvious that we need help in our struggles with temptation.  What may not be obvious is how the Bible names the temptation. Therefore, I want you to think of this story, not immediately or obviously as a story about how the devil tempts us (despite how lurid and titillating your temptations.) but rather more deeply as a story about how we tempt Jesus, about how you and I are determined to make him into a Messiah more in tune with our own assessment of our needs.”

Shearer continues, “If God really wanted to help us, why in God’s name did he send a Savior like Jesus who, when confronted by our need, just stands there and quotes Scripture?” If God is love and power, why does he just stand there? “…if you are the Son of God, why don’t you act like it and do something?”
Now, we are back to the beginning of our message. What kind of God is this God called Jesus?

He does not always answer our prayer requests, because many times we are asking for security, certainty and power, when he is not that kind of God.

I am not saying do not pray, or ask what your hearts desires are. But, it could be we are asking the wrong questions from a God who knows the right answers.

Remember when Jesus told the disciples, “The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected… and be killed…” Matt 9:22.
Matthew has Peter blurt out. “God forbid, Lord!

What good is a God like that?

But, what does Jesus reply?  “Get behind me, Satan!”

Conclusion:

In our religious certainties and sometimes in our demanding prayers, it just may be, that we are the ones tempting Jesus once again in our wilderness?
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