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Job 1: 1, 2: 1-10
Psalm 26
Hebrews 1: 1-4, 2: 5-12
Mark 10: 2-16
Introduction: 
Last week I praised the manner in which the Pope Francis related to all types of people. The young and old, the sick and well, the powerful and powerless, the very wealthy and the very poor and homeless were important to him. 

Building on that theme is our World Communion Sunday. 

In the book of Job, we find a man of good standing. He did not deserve what problems came upon him. The conventional wisdom of that day believed that, if you had trouble happen to you, then you deserved it. Job seems to be the first person in recorded history to speak out against such thinking.
If we carry this into our experiences today, we find those who have died or are dying because of various illnesses are not being punished for bad behavior. Those who are homeless, or without jobs are also not being persecuted for their sins.  Those who are of different races or nations, which are now immigrants fleeing from hate groups are not being persecuted for something they have done.

The passage about divorce certainly has a sting in it, when Jesus says; the law is ‘because of your hardness of heart Moses wrote this commandment for you.”
But, for all the rest of us who have had different kinds of broken relationships with both God and others, the sting of sin is no less.

In the first part of the scriptures today the Pharisees get put in their place over the subject of divorce. Now, we find the Disciples getting smacked down for speaking sternly to children. 
“All have sinned and come short of the glory of God’ the scriptures remind us.
World Communion Sunday is a reminder that we are all to receive the kingdom of God like a little child. Coming to Communion is the great equalizer. None of us deserve forgiveness of our sin, yet God offers mercy to all who ask and to all who come as equals to the rest of the human race.

This calls us to examine our special interests. What are our pet peeves? What are your views on the blacks, Hispanics and Muslims? Or do we grind our teeth against the Roman Catholics, the Gays, the fundamentalists, the Republicans or the Democrats?
The conventional wisdom of our day says there is or is not a law that each needs to obey. But do we notice how we interpret the law for our convenience?  And once again we find our hearts ignore the love, compassion and mercy that God calls for all of us to practice.
Conclusion:
Thank you, God, for loving us and forgiving us, when we ask.

As we come to your table this day, we are asking. Please forgive us for our sins and our shortcomings! Amen!
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