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Introduction: 
I am always surprised and amazed, when God catches me off guard. The gospel lesson of the day reminds me of those times, which are surprises.

This is the story of a Roman soldier, who cares so much about a servant, that he wants him healed by Jesus. We usually find Jesus walking or teaching and some event may even occur that is a face to face confrontation.

The soldier, and officer, who is over 100  or 200 soldiers, sends a surprise delegation to Jesus. These are not soldiers, who we would expect. He, shockingly, sends some Jewish leaders to speak on his behalf. With all his power and prestige, he knows he needs more than military influence to reach this teacher/healer. He sends, of all things, Jewish men, who are his friends. 

To my knowledge, this is the only time Roman soldiers are ever spoken about in a kindly manner. The Jews hated the Romans. The Jews hated the Jewish tax collectors for the Romans, even more. Now, we find these Jewish leaders, like a Believe It Or Not event.
Then surprise upon surprise, we find this very important person not coming to Jesus, because he sees himself as not important enough to come in person.

So, Jesus sets out for his house, and is stopped before he gets there. The man does not see himself as worthy. Just say the words where you are will be enough.

Now listen to Jesus’ next comment. “Even in Israel I haven’t found faith like this.”

Imagine yourself being there. He is saying you and I do not have that kind of faith. Imagine being one of the disciples, and as close as they are to Jesus, they do not have faith like this.

I think I would be very embarrassed. Put in my place and ashamed.

What would you think or feel?

Luke as writer of this gospel is constantly writing stories that put us holy, faithful people in our place. It seems to me that we get a little distracted and miss the mark of what Jesus really wants.
Over and over again I find he wants relationships, love, justice and mercy. What happens to often for us is how can we make our church building better?  This is not a bad goal; it is just that the other goal is more on target.
Conclusion:

Furthermore, these stories in Luke are pointing out how outsiders seem to understand the will of Jesus, better than the insiders. 

Let’s listen and look this week for some folks who normally would be considered outsiders, yet what they did or said struck you as being faithful to God, though maybe nothing religious was said or done?
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