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Numbers 21: 4-9
Psalm 107: 1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2: 1-10
 John 3: 14-21
Introduction:

Our Old Testament text introduces our Gospel lesson of the day.

The Israelites are on their way leaving Egypt, and they began to murmur and complain.

21:5 The people spoke against God and against Moses, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food."
What is God’s response? 

21:6 Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died.
This got the attention of the Israelites real quick!
21:7 The people came to Moses and said, "We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for the people.

God still is God, so God does it God’s way and not the way Israel asked.
21:8 And the LORD said to Moses, "Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live."

21:9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

Now, when we go to the gospel lesson, we understand what is referred to in the text. Jesus is recalling this story.
3:14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up,

3:15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

Some other scriptures referrers to Jesus being placed on a pole, but we know it as the Cross.

It is not answered here, but the prophet, Hezaciah later destroys the pole with the snake on it, so there is no confusion, about breaking the commandment “Thou shalt have no other gods before me or make any image of God.”

The next thing we need to examine is John 3: 16 ff.
3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

Notice, God’s original intent about Jesus. Today, nothing has changed.
3:17 "Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.
God still loves the world. God still loves God’s creation.

God still loves everyone in the world.

God does the saving! We react by believing in Him to be God.
3:18 Those who believe in him are not condemned;
 But, of course, there is a catch.

3:18; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God.

3:19 And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil.

Conclusion:
There is nothing we can do to save ourselves. Jesus has already done that. Everything we do is a response to God for what Jesus has done for us.

Our goodness does not save us. God’s grace does the saving, and the rest of our lives are a gift of thanksgiving for being saved!

Today, our task is to look up in gratitude for all God has done through Jesus. There will be other days to kick ourselves and stew in our juices of sin and despair. Thanks be to God for Jesus the Christ.
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