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Introduction:

Have you ever been teased, embarrassed, or insulted for being a Christian? 

The assumption of those doing the put-down behavior is that we are simple, naïve, other worldly, miss-informed, and sheltered from reality.

I get this often, when I play golf. I introduce myself, or someone else introduces me with others we will be playing. Someone will make the crack about “we have to watch our language” or something about the put-downs I mentioned to you a moment ago.
It is meant to be funny. What it really demonstrates is two things:

First, it shows their stupidity about Christianity. Secondly, it shows where the church has work to do.

Richard Neibuhr, many years ago, wrote a classic book entitled “ Christ and Culture.” He suggests at least four ways people see Christ and how we as the church/Christians relate to Culture.

One way is Christ against culture. We are not of this world. Monks, celebrate priests, Amish, and those groups, which will not cut their hair and dress as the culture does, are saying they are against culture.
The next group are those called en-cultural. Instead of witnessing to the world, this group so identifies with the world, that there is no mission or mission statement to share with others what makes Christ and Christians different.

The third group is called Counter-Cultural. This group tries to take seriously Jesus’ teaching that they are not of this world. “It is in the world, not of the world, but out of it in an academically fashionable and “in” way. They speak of the church as an outpost or colony.
The last group is In-cultural. This group is in but not of the world, but in-cultural church uses all the technological advances of culture in order to witness more effectively to a technological world.
This last group has been my choice of living in and among the modern world, whether we are talking technology or relationships on a golf course.

J.B.Phillips, who wrote a modern paraphrase of the New Testament, says this. 

“All we need to do to contrast the way of Jesus and way of everyday and everybody is to look at the “beatitudes of many ordinary people.

Happy are the pushers, for they get on in the world.

Happy are the hard-boiled, for they never let life hurt them.

Happy are they who complain, for they get their own way in the end.

Happy are the blasé, for they never worry over their sins.
Happy are the slave drivers, for they get results.

Happy are the knowledgeable men of the world, for they know their way around.

Happy are the trouble makers, for they make people take notice of them.

Conclusion:

What does this have to do with Mother’s Day? Everything!

Mothers get teased, embarrassed and put-down, too.

Good mothers know how to both live in our culture and teach their children the good and bad of our system/culture.

Good mothers know the beatitudes in the bible, and do not affirm any of the negative Happy manipulators,  J.B.Phillips writes about and we heard this morning.

Let us pray:

Thank you for mothers, and all those who are filled with compassion in our world.

God, be gracious to us and bless us and smile upon us. Let your ways be known upon the earth, you deliverance among the nations. Let the people praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. Let the nations shout for joy, for you rule the world with justice. You judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations of the earth.


