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Introduction:
15:9 “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. “
If you are like me, I get things backward sometimes.
The subject is love, and what we do with it.
I struggle with “am I loving God?” How am I loving God?” ‘When  am I loving God?
I know I am a slow learner. But the text for today has a central message and none of my questions are the central message or issue.
Jesus, of course, has it right.
God loves us. Like God Jesus loves us. 
The way to love God back is keep God’s commandments.
How do we know this?
15:10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I
 have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 
No one keeps the commandments Perfectly.
As you keep God’s commandments you will find joy. If you screw up, you do not stew in your juices, but return to keeping the commandments, so your joy will return.
How do I know this? It is by this morning’s text.
15:10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 
Not if, but when we fail to live up to the will of God, we will return to being as faithful as we know how to be. It gives us joy to return, and God finds joy in it as well.
But, with every text, there is a hook in it. We can do it, but it is not easy.
15:12 "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
We cannot love God without loving others. 
The Jews of Jesus’ day did not get it. They thought their savior was only coming to save their hide, their families and their country.
In our Acts 10 scripture which was read first this morning, we find these words:
10:44 “While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word.
10:45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles,….”
What we need to understand here is that those who were circumcised, thought only good orthodox Jews could receive the Holy Spirit. Now, they are stunned to see everyone in the world could receive the Holy Spirit.
We know this and take it for granted, because we are like those non-Jewish Gentiles. Our problem is we are still like those early Jews, because we are selective in our friends, and relationships.
Jesus never says to love only believers.
God so loved the world.
Conclusion:
So, let us be stunned, like those early Jews. We have to set a side our political, social, intellectual, national and class differences. None of these are greater than Jesus as our God. 
Love one another, does mean, to love the whole world. Love the person, not their theology, politics, social or any other thing that might divide us. It can be done. It just might be we have never really tried to love this way?


