
Pentecost!
David J. Stratton
May 20, 2018
Acts 2: 1-21

Psalm 104: 24-34, 35b

Romans 8: 22-27
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Introduction:

Today is Pentecost. Pentecost means fifty. So, what is important about 50? Everything thing that ever happened that is important!

This is 50 days since Easter. That season, as we all know, is the suffering, the death and the resurrection of our Lord.

That Spirit that breathed life back into the body of Christ is now being given to those disciples as a new beginning. Today is the Birthday of the church. That Spirit is for all who believe and trust that Jesus Christ is Lord. He is Lord of every single life. He is Lord of all creation.
Jesus picked 12. Next, we find there are 120. Today, we need to remember we are not alone. There are millions, but there is still the part you and I must play as individuals. 

As we read about Pentecost in Luke, he tells us not one word about the individual personalities or qualifications  of the early believers. He does not say the Spirit descended on the best of those present. He said it descended on ALL of them.

We assume too much and too little as we experience Pentecost on this day in May, 2018.
We too often think only the so called trained professionals are the ones to be full of the spirit. We have not done our home work. The Spirit was given and is given to ALL of us, but it is shared in different ways how it is used in each life in our church. Yes, even our seemingly little, seemingly dying church, where there are no children in our Sunday School any more.

There was a little struggling church in England, that had only one confirmand that year. The pastor and the bishop wondered what to do and was it time to close the church as a failure?

Some of your know this story. Their only confirman was named William Caryey, who became the first protestant missionary of modern history.

Adoniram Judson,jr. was the first protestant missionary send from North America. He was a Congregationalist. He later became a Baptist.  We can forgive him for that, but he served in Burma for 40 years.

Sometimes, we forget that the “Church” is world-wide. When we pray, we are praying for this local congregation, but God knows, we are also praying for all those, who serve on our behalf.
We do not seem to deal with silence very well in our churches, and I am as guilty as anyone to not let it happen.

Who do you pray for? Our prayers are the Holy Spirit at work, and in ways we do not know, so vast, that we have no idea who is touched by our prayers.

Let us take a few minutes right now, to pray in silence for others.

Especially, pray for those, who seem to not know God, and need God’s guidance.
Pray for someone you know, who you feel needs to know God.

Pray for some people through out our world, who are in need, crisis or fear, that they might find peace.
Pray for this church, that we might know how to go forward as God’s people in this place.
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